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FEED SHRUBS 
NATURALLY & 


.ZALEAS * CAMELLIA*RHODODENDRON*EVERGREENS 
or over 60 years Holly-tone® has been the # 1 choice 


LOVING tone 


All Natural Plant Food for 


yr feeding acid-loving plants. It contains the finest captiOLLlES *AZALEAS 
atural ingredients available and will provide your shrubs RHODOS « DOGWOODS 


ith oceans of blooms and deep, evergreen color. 


White Flower Farm eae 
Wawsoumotimrd Annual Collection 


i Ge lively ensemble 
made its debut at the 
Litchfield Jazz Festival, 
and now it’s ready to 
perform in your garden, 
too. The bright floral 
clusters, trumpets and 
spires will continue all 
summer in a sunny area 
and become a favorite 


stop for hummingbirds. 


Order online or call us at 


1-800-503-9624 
and request item $87172, 

six plants for $46.95 
plus shipping. 
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Collection Be | 
$46.95 ss ‘ = | View our spring 
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36 Put your plants first 


To design the garden of your dreams, start with 
the flowers and foliage you love 


by Lauren Springer Ogden 


42 Build a garden out of straw 


This inexpensive veggie bed requires no digging, 
no weeding, and no need for crop rotation 


by Amy Stewart 


46 Perennials for dry shade 


These plants will flourish in conditions that make many 
gardeners cringe 


by Jimmy Tumer 


52 Give your roses tough love 


Coddling them won't get you the natural, beautiful, 
low-care shrubs you want 


by Paul Zimmerman 


55 The best tomatoes in town 


Ten heirlooms that are tops in flavor, color, 
and performance 


by Amy Goldman 


60 2000 CONTAINER CHALLENGE RESULTS 
Fire and ice 


The winners of our 2009 Container Challenge provided 
plenty of h d cool designs 


by Michelle Gervais 
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68 COVE TORY 


Seating areas 
Your ideal autdoor living 


by Darcy 
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EDITOR’S LETTER 


Good gardening excuses 


YEARS AGO, while wandering in a garden in Maine, 
I] remarked upon a gorgeous stand of lavender. | was 
surprised that it grew that far north and was under 
the impression it was finicky. The garden owner said 
that her lavender was trouble-free and asked me why 
I didn't grow it. “I just don't have the drainage,” | 
replied to cover up my embarrassment over not grow- 
ing such an easy, beautiful plant. Though not necessarily true, the answer was 
good because it left my companion with the impression that I knew something 
about lavenders and my garden. 

Oddly enough, I was right about drainage being a key to growing lavender. 
You can read Jim Becker’s article (Yes, You Can Grow Lavender,” p. 65) to find 
out how to provide that drainage and other important tips about succeeding 
with this not-so-fussy plant. 

But what I actually learned that day was that a good gardening excuse has 
value. It can help you gloss over noticeable flaws in your design scheme and 
quickly turn attention somewhere else. Having a number of these on my 
property, I have already come up with several excuses to common problems. 
Use them as you see fit. 

If, while in the presence of another, you spot a weed nestled in your border, 
exclaim, “Oh, look at that wildflower that has sown itself into my garden!” 
Then, expand on the obviously superior fertility of your soil while you usher 
your guest to another section of your garden. 

A noticeably untamed area of your property can be dealt with in a few ways. 
“I'm establishing a meadow” works well, especially in reference to an unmowed 
lawn. You can also state, “I believe in using a lot of native plants.” The adventur- 
ous might go with “I'm trying to reconnect with the natural spirit of this place.” 

If someone gives you a plant and you kill it, tell that person the deer ate it. If 
something is smaller than it should be, say that it is “a new dwarf cultivar,” or in 
the case of discolored leaves, refer to it as “a variegated variety.” And no plant in 
your garden is “dead,” but several might be experiencing “premature dormancy.” 

All these little white lies are tempting to use, but let's admit it: Nothing is as 
refreshing as a gardener admitting, “That's a weed” or “I killed it” or "] haven’t 
had time to deal with that mess over there.” Even the greatest of gardeners 
screws up from time to time. It's nothing to be ashamed of—it's just gardening. 


—Steve Aitken, editor 


= 
WHAT DO YOU THINK OF THIS ISSUE? | 
Take our survey at www.finegardening.com/extras | 
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GREENHOUSE MANUPACTURING CO. 


HAND CRAFTED 
Quality Redwood & Glass 
Home Greenhouses 


www.sturdi-built.com 
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+ 50 years nationwide experience 
* Many architectural styles 

- Custom modifications possible 
+ Designed to meet your needs 


Free Catalog: 1-800-334-4115 
11304 SW Boones Ferry Rd, Portland, OR 97219 
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BAMBO@ ARATTAN WORKS, Inc. 
Established 1880 


1-800-4-BAMBOO 


e Fencing * Bamboo poles 
* Tropical wall coverings 
¢ Roof thatching 
and much more 
Free catalog 


Where perennial lovers 


6 Ys go for good dirt. 


- * Ad-free site—a solid source of information 
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* More than 1,800 perennials prafiled 
www. PerennialResource.com * Growing tips and gardening ideas 
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AT LADEW TOPIARY GARDENS 
= 


Saturday, May 1, 2010 


: An exclusive collection of dealers featuring 
hard to find perennials and annuals, 
unusual exotics and container specialties 


plus decorative furniture, urns, statuary 


~ and other architectural treasures. Nationally 
af lL AFD EW 


acclaimed plantsman and Honorary 
Chair, David Culp, will lecture. 


To purchase tickets, call Ladew 
410.557.9570 x 224 


3535 Jarrettsville Pike 
Monkton, Maryland 2111 


[ADEW 


www.ladewgardens.com 


“The Most Outstanding Topiary Garden in America’ 


THE GARDEN CLUB OF AMFAIC. - 


Original designs. Old world craftsmanship. 


Toll free: 877-SHEDS-11 www.gardensheds.com 
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NEGARDENING.C 


Inspiration, ideas, and techniques whenever you need them 


The best time of the year? 


Many holiday songs tout winter as the best time of the year, but most garden- 
ers would vote for the weeks that make up late spring and early summer. If you 
are having trouble getting your fill of plants, check out FineGardening.com. We 


have a plant guide where you can discover outstanding options to add to your 


borders. You can also find countless pages of information from plant experts 


across the country. Really, isn't now the most wonderful time of the year? 


Containers 

Got your pots planted 
yet? We have dozens of 
combinations you can 

try. Use them to jazz up 
your borders, add curb 
appeal, or impress neigh- 
bors and guests with your 
gardening prowess. 


Veggies 

If you are looking for 
hands-in-the-dirt advice 
on growing your own food, 
head over to Vegetable 
Gardener.com. Our experts 
have plenty of information 
to make this year’s harvest 
your best ever. 
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How-to channel 
No matter what your 
skill level, we're sure you 
will enjoy our collection 
of free how-to articles 
and videos. If you've got 
a gardening problem, 

we can help you find 

the answer. 
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Bug Baffler® 


The Essential Bug Protection 
Mosquito/Blackfly Barrier 

WIRD, Peas 

ARE YOU CONCERNED jae 
ABOUT BUG BITES & THE 7 ~ 
DISEASES THEY CAUSE? 


Protective Clothing 
for all outdoor activities 
- like wearing your 
own screenhouse ps 


sales@bugbaffler.com « 1-800-662-8411 
download 1 page brochure or secure ordering 
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Rudbegkia Ch erry Brandy 


Great plants at great prices - many as much as 
50% off normal retail prices. Visit our website and 
click on “Specials” to let the savings begin! 


Your Garden's Best Friend 
7211 Middle Ridge, Madison, OH 44057 
www.bluestoneperennials.com 1-800-852-5243 
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‘“‘Easy to put 
together is an 
understatement” 


RAISED GARDEN BEDS 


Easy, tool-free assembly. 
Hundreds of shapes and sizes. 
Free shipping. Satisfaction guaranteed. 


Cali for garden planning & advi 


(541) 488-0838 | www.naturalyards.com 


Powered 
by: | 
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DURACELL 


The NEUTON® Battery-Powered Mower Is the 
easy, reliable, quiet lawn mower — and the only 
mawer powered by DURACELL? — 


the batteries trusted 
everywhere. “ * 

neucton 
So why struggle with a gas mower? 


Get a FREE DVD & Catalog! 


Free 1-877-201-5950 


WWw.neutonmowers.com 


OVER THE FENCE 


fe — 
WRITE TO: 
Over the Fence, 
Fine Gardening, 
PO Box 5506, 
Newtown, CT 
06470-5506, or 
e-mail us at 
fg@taunton.com. 


More questionable restrictions 

In a recent issue, you asked for horror stories 
created by the overzealousness of Covenants, 
Conditions, and Restrictions of Home Owners’ 
Associations (Garden Variety, February 2010). 

We live in a neighborhood that is truly beauti- 
ful. However, between a developer who has writ- 
ten nearly 60 pages of design guidelines and 
a Design Review Committee that has added 
17 pages more, some of us home owners are cry- 
ing foul. For example, a resident wanted to plant 
a poplar tree in his backyard. One member of the 
committee was told that poplars are “lightning 
magnets,” and therefore, he was not allowed to 
plant the poplar, despite the fact that the poplar 
is on the list of approved plants. 

The committee has also decided to regulate 
invisible fences. (Isn’t the point that these fences 
are invisible?) The fences can't be in the front 
yard and must be recessed from sidewalks in side 
yards by 10 feet. That effectively eliminates much 
of the yards from our dogs to run and play in. 

] hope to hear of other horror stories and, 
especially, how we might get around these restric- 
tions. But please keep me anonymous. | fear the 
landscape harassment that might follow if you 
print my name. 


—Name and address withheld 


A fictional gardener 

To your list of fictional gardeners (Garden 
Variety, February 2010), you must add Jane, the 
character played by Meryl Streep in the movie 
It's Complicated. Her extraordinary garden must 
be truly fictional. 


—Thomas Wieckowski, Wyncote, Pennsylvania 


Gardening on television 

(part 1) 

I agree with Linda Weisnerski from Hillsboro, 
Texas, regarding gardening on television (Over 
the Fence, February 2010). Many landscape pro- 
grams throw in a paver patio and 25 mums and 
call it a “landscape makeover.” What we need 
are more in-depth shows for intermediate and 
advanced gardeners. Over the past few years, 
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people have been going green and have educated 
themselves through books and trial-and-error 
planting. We have the basics and need more 
advanced information. 


—Sue Robinson, Whitehouse, Ohio 


Gardening on television 

(part 2) 

], too, wonder why there aren't more gardening 
shows on television. I've heard that gardening is 
the fastest-growing hobby in North America. | 
thought the “G” in HGTV stood for “garage.” 


—Murray Duncan, Toronto, Ontario 


Heather—invasive or not? 

As a member of the Northeast Heather Society (a 
chapter of the North American Heather Society, 
www.northamericanheathersoc.org), | am always 
pleased to see my favorite plant featured in a 
gardening magazine (“10 Flowering Evergreen 
Shrubs,” February 2010). 

] take issue, however, with the inclusion of 
heather (Calluna vulgaris) in your Invasive Alert. 
You state that it is considered invasive in Massa- 
chusetts, North Carolina, and Rhode Island. 

The Web site that you direct readers to does, 
indeed, list Calluna vulgaris as invasive and offers 
a distribution map of heather, which highlights 
these states. | could find no text on the site indi- 
cating why heather is included on this list. And 
when I searched the individual states’ invasive 
plant lists, ] found no mention of Calluna vulgaris 
as being invasive. 

The members of our society have been grow- 
ing heather throughout eastern New York, all the 
New England states, and into the Mid-Aulantic 
region without the slightest indication of heather 
growing rampantly. 

While I recognize the need to identify truly 
aggressive nonnative plants and to educate the 
gardening public of their negative effects on the 
environment, I, along with other members of our 
society, strongly feel that Calluna vulgans does 
not deserve to be included on that list. 


—Judith Doyle, Danielson, Connecticut 
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However you choose to use your Hartley greenhouse. whether it's growing organic fruit and vegetables, caring for tender plants or simply 
your own place of refuge you can be sure of this. it will last a lifetime and provide many memorable moments. 


Exclusively Endorsed by the Royal Botanic Gardens Kew =» Established Over 70 Years = Standard or Bespoke Quality Structures 
Range of Colours = Competitive Prices - Excellent Customer Service and Care « Handmade in Greenfield, England. 
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For a book of Glasshouses please call or click fgus@hartleybotanic.c 
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781 933 1993 
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> WORTH THE VISIT 


Garden Walk Buffalo 2010 = 


Wings and waterfalls are not the only things putting Buffalo, New "== 
York, on the map these days. Neighborhood gardens are now ne 
drawing green thumbs from across the country. Organizers boast 
that more than 340 private gardens will be open to the public 
for Garden Walk Buffalo during the weekend of July 24 and 25, 
2010. The event is expected to attract 45,000 visitors. 
Based on my experience during last year’s Garden Walk, 
I can say that the town will blossom with green energy and gar- 
den enthusiasm. The streets will be abuzz with giddy gardeners 
of all levels, swapping tips and tales from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday. With so many gardens to 
see, it helps to hop on the free shuttle that zips from hot spot to hot spot all day long. | also recommend suppor: 
ing the young neighborhood entrepreneurs by splurging on 25-cent glasses of lemonade at various corner stands 
Besides, you don't want to wear yourself out because there will be no shortage of after-hour garden parties 
Maybe there's some truth to the saying "The best things in life are free" because the tour, the map, the shuttle 
bus, and limitless garden advice was—and will continue to be—free. 


—Kerry Ann Moore toured last year's Buffalo gardens with wings and wine glass in hand 


~ CAUTION 


BPAs cause a canning conundrum 


I grew paste tomatoes last year in the hopes of making my own sauce. But ust when 
I started peeling, skinning, and boiling my precious harvest, | noticed that several 
sources (including university research papers, magazine and newspaper articles, and 
blogs) drew attention to that fact that many popular canning jars contained BPA 
(bisphenol A), a chemical used in the manufacture of many plastics that can mimic 
the hormone estrogen. Research indicates that it is linked to several health problems, 
including reproductive and developmental issues, diabetes, heart disease, and cancer. 
This chemical, apparently, can leach into foods through the polymer-resin sealant used 
on the lids of canning jars. The classic brands Ball and Kerr are among those men- 
tioned in the literature, and to my chagrin, those were the jars sitting on my counter. 
The glass lids of Weck jars do not contain BPA and, thus, have recently been gaining 
in popularity. These types of jars, unfortunately, are not deemed safe by the National 
Center for Home Food Preservation because it is difficult to ensure that their seals 
are airtight. So ! faced a dilemma: Should I use a Weck jar and take my chances with 
spoiled foods, or choose one by Ball and subject myself to BPA? I tossed a coin 


What is 

the only 
vegetable or fruit 
that is never sold 
frozen, canned, 


and went with the BPA. processed, 
] plan to make sauce again this year out of my ‘Goldman's Italian cooked, or in 
“Gonrains | “Merican’ tomatoes (see “The Best Tomatoes in Town,” p. 55), and I any other form 
BPA am crossing my fingers that, by the time fall rolls around, a new line of except fresh? 
BPA-free canning jars will hit the market. (Lettuce) 


—Danielle Sherry is an associate editor who would bathe 
in tomato sauce if it were socially acceptable. 
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Enjoy the shade and comfort by. rélaxing under, ! , 
one of our beautifully designed pergolas. 7 B = . 
Offered in vinyl)"flberglass;"cédar, and treated ACKY 
pine, our kits add natural beauty to your 7 
outdoor space. Contact us today! 
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Olalhe Daylily Gardens 


Fata oO . . 
\ i Vermont Organic 
Field-grown 
Daylilies & 
—J—Y>» Hardy Iris 
=, 
(802)348-6614 


R daylilygarden.com 


Free Color Catalog 
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Surround yourself in the comfort 
of your own rose garden! 


CPAtherspoon 
(Abse Culture 


Premium Rose Bushes ¢ FREE catalog 
www. WitherspoonRose.com * 800-643-0315 
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t , 
Ashville, NC - Syrup Kettle 


Plymouth, MA - 48" set stone 
originally from Emanuel Milling in 
Swainsboro, Geargia. 


Millstone Fountain Resplendent 
with Water Friendly Plants 


Highlands, NC - 50 Gallon Syrup 
Kettle from Columbus, GA with 24° 
millstone makes great fountain. 


Atlanta, GA - 36" set stone 
flushmounted in grass makes a 
great start to a path 


Conyers, GA - Matching set of 4 
millstones (back to back) from 
Shellman, Georgia make a great sign. 


Montgomery, AL - 80 gallon 
Syrup Kettle Fountain makes a 
great focal paint in slate patio 


Our millstones and syrup kettles are architectural antiques. 
Original, historic, genuine, and authentic, these were rescued 
from old mill sites and syrup operations. These are not 
reproductions and were not cut yesterday. Visit our website 
and start specifically with the “Gallery” link, and page through 
pictured projects from all over the country to see what other 
clever designers have done. Then go to the Catalog’ link to 
see every one of our offerings, cataloged by diameter, with 
history, pictures, dimensions, and pricing. We ship nationwide. 


Gat aur frac kb 
Vet our Tree Drochi 


SAGES WEI. 


A) millstones.com 


www.millstones.com 404-310-6490 
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> CONTEST 


Get ready for the 2010 Container 
Design Challenge 


It seems that, every day, we are expected to do more with less. Sim- 
plifying and streamlining is a challenge that often brings out the best 
in us and in our creations. And because clarity and simplicity are 
hallmarks of good design, we've chosen "Less is more” as this year's 
theme. Interpret the theme in whatever way you want; that's half the 
fun. You could keep essential elements and fundamental features but 
eliminate the fluff and clutter. You could use fewer plants, a smaller 
container, or just a single bold color. Judging will be based on several 
criteria, including: creativity, originality, and, of course, beauty. Multiple 
entries are welcomed. 


For more information about the challenge, photography tips, and 
how to enter, go to www.finegardening.com/2010containerchallenge. 


WHAT TO SUBMIT 

¢ Several high-quality jpeg digital 
images of your container at its peak. 
They should be the highest-quality 
images your camera can produce. 


« Your contact information (name, 
mailing address, telephone number, 
and email address) 


ENTRY DEADLINE August 16, 2010 


WHERE TO SEND IT Email your entry 
to fgcontainerchallenge@taunton.com, 
or mail a photo CD to FG Container 

Challenge, The Taunton Press, 63 South 
Main Street, Newtown, CT 06470-5506. 


e A brief description of how your entry 
represents the theme “Less is more” 


« A detailed list of all the plants in 
your container 


INVASIVE ALERT 
The following plants recommended in this issue are considered invasive in some areas of the country. 
Please visit www.invasive.org/weedus/index.html for more information. 


PLANT STATE PAGE 
Arum lily (Arum italicum) ........ccscceeneeeeneee OR VAs scree hoon ca santa eee eae rere Ee SCORED EMRE EMRE REE STs soda cscee ys) 
Common lilac (Syringa vulgaris)............... GAR WIE Saeecerece- ALOE REISE CEL EO EET ELSE EET-C ERR ROL CE APEC OCHO oOo 40 
Fig (FICUS CATICA) .........s:csecsesseereneees per Wink (NLING sears savanacivessooacseseatreseaser ss abet ee 71 
Grecian foxglove (Digitalis larata) .........1..-Wl ..sssssrsssorssssssncssessonsneeonssensverassessessenanacneatannene Peete rican eerie coiee= 38 
Japanese holly (flex crenata) ........:...0000 MWA scdnscatecnrsstnrerssceesesscrscceaivesénataas dacs east orccessazceteumnecnaatttasaal cece! 
Japanese maple (Acer paimatum)............. VAT rc recerseierntthrsoscisssvenetsscrtiescetasreerentass tte Bee csc oreabiseces sccomsonde 25 
Miscanthus (Miscanthus sinensis).............. CT, DE, GA, IL, IN, KY, MD, Nu, NC, PA, SC, TN, VA, W/ ...... meres, 79 
Pampas grass (Cortaderia Selloama) .........AZ, CA, CO, UT ....csssceseccrssssnsetsresnennseceseaceessatecererentee ane anne 79 
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> What you win! 
The winner of the chal- 
lenge will be featured 
in a spring 2011 issue 
of Fine Gardening. In 
addition, the winner 
will receive a modern 
container made from 
recycled materials 
by Pot Incorporated 
(www.potinc.ca), 
valued at $250, plus 
a $250 gift certificate 
from Bluestone Peren- 
nials (www.bluestone 
perennials.com). 


BLUESTONE 
PERENNIALS 


f 


Four Garden Favorites. Redefined. 


Breakthrough new plants from Proven Winners” 


wo ' a 
INCREDIBALL’ HYDRANGEA ee. — 
An improved Annabelle hydrangea with - ne ae 
the biggest flowers and the strongest 


stems. Hardy and heat tolerant. 


INVINCIBELLE’ SPIRIT 

HYD RANGEA* 

The first-ever pink Annabelle hydrangea™ 
Areblaomer that flowers year after year. 
even after harsh winters. 


BLOOMERANG’ LILAC 

The most prolific reblooming lilac ever. 
Fragrant flowers in the spring and again 
from midsummer until fall 


LO & BEHOLD BLUE CHIP 
BUDDLEIA 
The only miniature Butterfly Bush with 
loads of blue flowers. Flowers continuously 
without deadheading. 

Research 
“Our goal is to raise $1 million for breast cancei research Foundation 
$1.00 from each Invincibelle Spirit sold is donated ta The Breast 
Cancer Research Foundation" We encourage you ta donate as 
well. BCRF is dedicated to preventing breast cancer and finding a 


cure in our lifetime by funding clinical and translational research 
worldwide Visit www. invincibellespirit.net ta make a donatian 
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PROVEN _ a ull CAs 
WINNERS” * Look for the Proven Winners” white. 
containers at better gardening centers.§ 

www.provenwinners.com 
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COLOR BO CHOICE 


s 
Floweaing SHAUP 


TIPS 


Transport cuttings safely 


My daughter took some cuttings from my plants for her 


new home. After carefully trimming, dipping, and placing 


them into gallon pots, our only concern was safely transport- 


ing them. We discovered that six containers fit perfectly into 


a standard plastic storage box. This was the perfect solution 


to move the tender cuttings to her new home. The contain- 


ers did not tip over, the plants remained moist, and the car 


stayed dry. 


Citronella keeps the flies away 

j I live in a rural area and keep my noncompostable 
household trash and my recycling in covered barrels 
in the garage to deter raccoons and skunks. In sum- 
mer, the flies are an inevitable nuisance, even with 


my weekly trips to the transfer station. To combat 
the flies, I place a couple of citronella incense wands 
in a pot of sand on the shelf above the trash bins. 
I no longer have flies, and the garage smells faintly 
of citronella. 

—Joan Wallace, Waterbury Center, Vermont 


Protect yourself when pulling out 
poison ivy 
I save the plastic sleeves that my newspapers come 
in and carry a couple in my pocket when I’m gar- 
dening. If I spot poison ivy, I slip the plastic bag over 
my hand and arm, pull the plant out of the soil, turn 
the bag inside out, and toss it in the trash. 

—Jean Burger, Hennepin, Illinois 


Disguise an eyesore 

Living in a condominium in the heart of the city, 

] needed to find a way to hide an eyesore: the air- 
conditioning unit on my deck. At a spring sidewalk 


Spring blooms 


S$ 
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—Lee Babineaux, Grants Pass, Oregon 


sale, I found a wrought-iron fireplace screen. I 
placed the screen about a foot and a half from the 
unit to maintain air circulation. I then planted some 
climbing vines in low rectangular pots at the base of 
the screen, softening the look and turning my deck 
into an urban oasis. 

—Anita Strader, Chicago, Illinois 


Protect your tomatoes 
Red Christmas ornaments work wonders to keep the 
mockingbirds from eating my tomato crop. When | 
transplant my seedlings into large pots, I attach two 
or three big red balls at various heights to the tomato 
cages with string or twist ties. The birds have not 
sampled any of the real tomatoes, and my neighbors 
have realized I’m not as crazy as they first thought. 
—Kathleen Brooks, Plano, Texas 


Seal those hose connections 
Plumber's Teflon tape, used to help seal threaded 
pipe connections, works wonders for eliminating 
those common pesky leaks between garden-hose 
connections. I always keep some plumber's tape 
handy in my garden shed. 

—John Wachovicz, Knoxville, Tennessee 


<PRIZEB FOR WINNING TIP 
Share your tip, and you could win a one-year subscription to Fine Gardening. 


x 
AO 
S q SEND YOUR TIPS TO: Tips, Fine Gardening, PO Box 5506, 
Sw Newtown, CT 06470-5506, or fg@taunton.com. We pay for tlps we publish. 
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BARTLETT. 


BECAUSE FULL, HEALTHY TREES 
MAKE FOR FULL, HEALTHY LIVES. 


The trees and shrubs that shade us and grow along with us 
are valuable assets that deserve care and protection. For over 
100 years, we've led both the science and services that make 
your landscape thrive. No matter the size or scope of 
your tree and shrub care needs, our experts provide you 
with a rare mix of local service, global resources and 
innovative practices. Trees add so much value to our lives. 


And Bartlett adds even more value to your trees. 


BARTLETT 
| ,_TREE EXPERTS 


SCIENTIFIC TREE CARE SINCE 1907 


For the life of your trees. 


PRUNING FERTILIZATION REMOVAL 
PEST & DISEASE MANAGEMENT 


~~ CALL 877 BARTLETT 877.227.8538 
OR VISIT BARTLETT.COM 


reader service no. 22 


Fleming Dwarf Hibiscus™ 
2 1/2 feet, Purple leaves, hardy to -30° F 


www.flemingsflowers.com | 


Y, 


BC GREENHOUSE 


BUILDERS LIMITED 


the Sun Garden - Special Price: $1995 - 8’ 3 %" x 8’ 4 %" 
THE 


GARDENERS CHOICE 
SINCE 1951 


A5S-19327-94th Ave., Surrey, BC, V4N 4E6. Call us at 
604-882-8408 or 1-888-391-4433 for a FREE catalogue 


Visit us online at www.bcgreenhouses.com 
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Pink Comet 
WsPP13,75¢ 


Little Prince ppa 


P. 559-920-0161 
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READ ERS’ TI continued from page 18 


Sunscreens for your garden 
During the heat of summer, even plants that like 


full sun may need a little relief. | have three ways 
to provide sunscreen for my plants. I staple shade 
cloth to the back of a small portable wooden fence, 
and I move this screen to shield plants from the 
late afternoon sun. I also cover my existing wire 
fence with plastic tablecloths from the dollar store 
(right photo, above). My third method is to place 
an umbrella over an old tomato cage, attaching the 
umbrella's handle to the cage so that it doesn’t fly 
away (left photo, above). 


—Laura Zinkan, Encino, California 


Customize containers to coordinate 
with your house 

I wanted the containers in my entryway to match 
my front door, but I couldn't find ones I liked in 


Decorative plant markers from old pokers and rods 

We replaced our environmentally uncool fireplace with a gas insert. | repurposed 
our fireplace tools by using them as garden stakes and plant markers. They are an 
artistic and attractive addition to my beds. In fact, | like them in my garden better 


than in my house. 


I've also used old curtain rods, with a decorative ball or design on top, for the same 
purpose. If you don't happen to have these lying around, you can easily pick them 
up at most home-improvement stores or at garage sales for a reasonable price. 
—Rebecca Sweet, @sweetrebecca, Los Altos, California 


the right color. My solution was to use the leftover 


paint from my door to repaint the pots that | 
already owned. I emptied out the soil and washed 
and dried the pots before applying three light coats 
of paint. I also made sure to paint over the rim and 
6 inches into the inside of the pots. 


—Donna Burke, Zionsville, Indiana 


Use row cloth to keep things clean 
Before you plant your garden pots and window 
boxes, add a layer of Styrofoam packing peanuts to 
the bottom of the containers. Cover the peanuts 
with a layer of row cloth and then add the potting 
soil. The row cloth allows water to drain through, 
and when the time comes to replace the potting 
soil, it comes out clean and is not entangled in a 
mess of peanuts. 

—Stephanie Delaporte, Quogue, New York 


Share tips and ideas on Twitter.com 


Ld 
i WI ps I Twitter is a social-networking Web site that attracts many gardeners. Here is a 


tip from an inspirational gardening “tweeter.” 


By the way... 
Fine Gardening is on Twitter. Follow Associate Editor Michelle Gervais at www.twitter.com/michelle_at_fg 
and Web Producer Kate Frank at www.twitter.com/kate_frank. 
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Diverse Selection 
of Rain Barrels& 
Compost Tumblers 


Gardening Joys 


Distinctive Focal Points G Accents 


ax 


The Spruce Creek Rainsaver sets the standard 
for quality, function & attractive design. 


54 gallon barrels 
are suitable for 
home & garden 
settings that 
demand character. 
Always in stack, 
fully assembled VERY EASY TO USE 

& shipped via “i | | / |AUTOMATICALEY CREATES | 
FedEx Ground _,, | | | 
for quick & ‘ 
easy setup. 


HIGH-RESOLUTION 
TIMELAPSE CAMERA 


1 WEATHERPROOF 


ie 


Plus: see our newest 2 

artivals of economical é 

rain barrels including the 

SpringSaver 

barrel for just $9 9.99 S 
www.rainbarrel.net 
1-800-940-0187 
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Window Boxes 
a MN) {) 


| www.wingscapes.com/ 
finegardening10 


888.811.9464 
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IDesieins tt Clhroose ]Piromnn. 


Hooks ¢(-Larrice 


Free Catalog or Assistance call 888-320-0629 ee Ae 
www.HooksAndLattice.com www.SantaRosaGardens.com _ 1.866.681.0856 
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REDWOOD OR ALUMINUM 
Se Sa SES 


AMERICAS BEST VALUE- ALL BOLT CONSTRUCTION 
FREE CATALOG 800.544.5276 OR WWW.SBGREENHOUSE.COM 


SANTA BARBARA GREENHOUSES 
721 RICHMOND AVE #E, OXNARD, CA 93030 
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CBrattleWorks.con 


Garden Fumishings 
603 $83 4517 } 
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_, steel or Bronze 
Lifesize Sculpture 
Denis Curtiss, Sculptor 
3 Carter Road (near Kent Falls) 
Cornwall Bridge, CT 860-927-3420 
www.DenitsCurtissSculptor.com 
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AND UNUSUAL HARDY PLANTS 
rarer | En UrSeTY inc 
www.rarefindnursery.com 
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Martha Knouss onelt & 


an artist shares her love of the garden 


cards + bookmarks « banners 


20% off for Fine Gardening 
readers — enter code: FG10 


| Wildflower & 
Prairie Grass Seed 


‘www. prairiefrontier.com 
__ Waukesha, WI /1 53189 p. 262-544-6708 


DEER( 


THE MOST TRUSTED SS 


©) BUSTERS 


RESOURCE FOR DEER FENCING 


UNRULY DEER? 


CONTROL DEER WITH 
THE HIGHEST QUALITY 
DEER FENCE. 
* Over 25 Years Expertise 


e MAXIMUM STRENGTH 
Poly Deer Fence 


* FREE Samples 
¢ FREE Shipping on orders over $100 


1.888.422.3337 


www.deerbusters.com 
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Red-hot pokers might 


$ 
need a new name 
NAME: ‘Toffee Nosed’ red-hot poker 2 to 
. ant ' 3 teet 
(Kniphofia ‘Toffee Nosed’) | tall 
USDA HARDINESS ZONES: 6 to 10 Y 
<————_ > 

CONDITIONS: Full sun; well-drained soil 12 to 18 inches 

wide 


IF YOU HAVE BEEN turned off by the eye-popping 
colors of red-hot pokers, you might want to reconsider 
them—especially the cultivar ‘Toffee Nosed’. This 
plant's blooms are not as strong as other cultivars, with 
blossoms that are cream colored below and a toasty red- 
dish brown on top. It’s a combination that never visually 
overpowers its neighbors 

A bonus to growing ‘Toffee Nosed’ is that it is in flower 
for up to two months in midsummer. An older plant will 
send up stalk after stalk of pokers. Once established, this 
perennial will thrive without much fussing. Its flowers will 
be more plentiful if the plant is fed regularly, although it is 
tough enough to withstand poor soil and neglect. 


> They grow farther north than once thought: A tip for 
getting red-hot pokers to survive in Zone 6—and even 
to Zone 5—is placing them in a spot where they will 
get full sun during the summer but also be protected 
from the direction of the prevailing winds during 
winter (but not too close to any building where the 
runoff from a gutter might keep the plant too soggy). 
Another tip is to place a basket turned upside down 
over the plant in winter. Be sure the basket is slatted 
on the sides to Jet in a bit of air and light. Weigh down 
the covering to keep winds from blowing it away. 


¥ 


Companions should have a similar height but a 
contrasting shape: Tall, sun-loving plants, such as 
Frikart's aster (Aster X frikartii and cvs., Zones 5-8), 
Shasta daisy (Leucanthemum X superbum and cvs., 
Zones 5-8), and taller garden phlox (Phlox paniculata 
and cvs., Zones 4-8), would be great choices. Even 
some medium-size ornamental grasses, such as ‘Yaku 
Jima’ miscanthus (Miscanthus sinensis* ‘Yaku Jima’, 
Zones 4-9) or pheasant-tail grass (Anemanthele lessoni- .: SOURCES 

ana, Zones 8-10), would be an excellent highlight to Joy Creek Nursery, Scappoose, Ore.; 503-543-7474; www.joycreek.com 
‘Toffee Nosed’ red-hot poker. 


Plant Delights Nursery, Raleigh, N.C.; 91 9-772-4794: www.plantdelights.com 
Roger Prerce and his wife own and operate 


Sequim Rare Plants nm Sequim, Washington. continued on page 24 = 
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New plants 
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, 
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2 ‘River Mist’ variegated sea oats 


Spring has sprung across much of the country, and no doubt, you're itching to know 
what's new in the wide world of plants. We've spent the past few months scouring 
Press releases, garden shows, and new catalogs to narrow down the slew of new 
varieties to the top 10 that we're most excited to try. It's still too soon to know which 
mail-order companies will carry these options, so look for them this year when you hit 
your local nurseries—and let us know what you think. 


«- PERENNIALS 

NAME: ‘Rhino Hide’ hosta (Hosta ‘Rhino Hide’) 

ZONES: 3 to 9 

SIZE: 18 inches tall and 30 inches wide 

CONDITIONS: Partial sun to full shade; moist, well-drained soil 


DYNAMIC DETAILS: Thick, leathery leaves form puckered cups, and 
best of all, slugs won't touch it. (Introduced by Walters Gardens) 


NAME: ‘Lord Clayton’ phlox (Phlox paniculata ‘Lord Clayton’) 
ZONES: 4 to 8 

SIZE: 2 to 3 feet tall and wide 

CONDITIONS: Full sun; well-drained soil 


DYNAMIC DETAILS: Foliage emerges a deep purple with lime green 
stems and veins, and is topped off by cherry red blossoms. 
(Introduced by Plants Nouveau) 


NAME: 'Dragon’s Breath’ ligularia (Ligularia przewalskii 
‘Dragon's Breath’) 


ZONES: 4 to 9 
SIZE: 13 inches tall (31 inches when in bloom) and 22 inches wide 
CONDITIONS: Full sun to partial shade; fertile, moist, well-drained soil 


DYNAMIC DETAILS: Leaves are extremely dissected, looking like the 
flames that shoot out of a dragon's mouth. Bright yellow flowers 
contrast with dark stems. (Bred by Terra Nova Nurseries) 


NAME: ‘Ascot Rainbow’ euphorbia (Euphorbia * martinil 
‘Ascot Rainbow’) 


ZONES: 7 to 10 (maybe 6 with some winter protection) 
SIZE: 20 inches tall and wide 
CONDITIONS: Full sun; well-drained soil 


DYNAMIC DETAILS: Amazing tricolor foliage will turn pink in cool 
temperatures. And the unique flowers ara cream and green with a 
stunning red eye. (Developed by PlantHaven) 


NAME: ‘River Mist' variegated sea oats (Chasmanthum latifollum 
‘River Mist’) 

ZONES: 5 to 9 

SIZE: 3 feet tall and 2 feet wide 

CONDITIONS: Full sun to partial shade; fertile, moist, well-drained soil 


DYNAMIC DETAILS: Voted best perennial grass at the 2009 Farwest 
Show. This Is a well-behaved grass with pronounced white stripes on 
the leaves and bright white seed heads. (Developed by ItSaul Plants) 


« - ANNUALS 

NAME: ‘Fireworks’ globe amaranth (Gomphrena ‘Fireworks’) 
SIZE: 4 feet tall and wide 

CONDITIONS: Full sun; well-drained soil 


DYNAMIC DETAILS: Beautiful in the garden and fantastic for fresh- 
or dried-flower arrangements, ‘Fireworks’ boasts excellent drought 


| ‘Dragon's Breath’ ligularia 


Pianta i 


vile itetew ), vee 


Photos [p 23 and p, 24) p 229, couroay of Gaquim Ann Plannin: p 24 (tan lafl), cauriany of 
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tolerance. (Introduced by 
PanAmerican Seed) 


NAME: ‘Benary's Giant Wine’ 
zinnia (Zinnia elegans ‘Benary's 
Giant Wine’) 

SIZE: 3 to 4 feet tall and wide 


CONDITIONS: Full sun; well- Fireworks’ globe amaranth 


drained soil 


DYNAMIC DETAILS: This is 
anew color of a popular 
cutting flower. Blossoms are 
roughly the size of a softball. 
(Introduced by Benary Seeds) 


ee TREE 

NAME: ‘Mikazuki' Japanese 
maple (Acer palmatum* 
‘Mikazuki') 

ZONES: 5 to 8 

SIZE: 8 feet tall and 4 feet wide (in 10 years) 
CONDITIONS: Full sun to partial shade; well-drained soil 


‘Benary's Giant Wine’ zinnia 


DYNAMIC DETAILS: Its truly unique coloring sets this maple apart 


from all others. The narrow foliage looks tie-dyed and holds 


its hue even in the summer heat. (Introduced by Buchholz & 


Buchholz Nursery) 


+ « VEGETABLES 


~ 


> 
= 
~ 

ei 


NAME: ‘Naga Jolokia’ chile 

(Capsicum annuum ‘Naga Jolokia’) 
ZONES: Annual 

SIZE: 2 feet tall and 1 foot wide 
CONDITIONS: Full sun; well-drained soil 
DYNAMIC DETAILS: Officially recognized 
as the world’s hottest chile by Guinness 
World Records, ‘Naga Jolokia’ measures 
in at just over 1,000,000 SHU (Scoville 
Heat Units)—so handle and taste with 
care. (Available from Thompson & Morgan, 
www.tmseeds.com) 


NAME: ‘RSVPea’ sugar snap pea 
(Pisum sativum ‘RSVPea') 
ZONES: Annual 

SIZE: Vining to 40 inches 
CONDITIONS: Full sun; fertile, 
well-drained soil 

DYNAMIC DETAILS: This variety is 
adapted for the cooler climates of 
the Northeast and Mid-Atlantic 
regions. (Available from Burpee, 
www.burpee.com) 


A perennial that provides 
cool foliage and magical 
fall berries n 


1 foot 
NAME: ‘Pictum’ variegated arum tall 
lily (Arum italicum* ‘Pictum') | 
‘ v 
ZONES: 6 to 10 = “Ss 
CONDITIONS: Full shade; moist 1 foot wide 


soil (under drought conditions, will go dormant sooner) 


| RECENTLY FOUND MYSELF at five o'clock in the 


morning, drinking a cup of coffee and thinking about 
the newest, latest-and-greatest plants for a speaking 
engagement I was preparing. By definition, when one 
talks about “new,” it is difficult to talk about “proven.” 
That's why | added the painted ‘Pictum’ variegated 
arum lily to the talk. 


Arums are great woodland plants that provide a long 
season of interest. The new foliage of ‘Pictum' appears 


late in fall and remains evergreen over winter, assum- 


ing it's not covered by snow. The waxy leaves look like 


someone has carefully outlined the veins with clean 


white paint. In late spring, partially hidden, creamy yel- 


low spathes appear. As summer moves on, the entire 


plant starts to decline and, in fact, looks like it has died. 


Then, just when you 
have forgotten you even 
planted the darn thing, 
bright orange-red col- 
umns of berries appear, 
like magic, in fall. 

» Long-lasting buddies 
are best: If ‘Pictum’ 
is combined with the 
winter foliage of ber- 
genia (Bergenia spp. 
and cvs., Zones 3-9) 
and heuchera (Ien- 
chera spp. and cvs., 
Zones 3-8) or with the architectural forms of orna- 
mental grasses, the garden will be enjoyed 12 months 
of the year. Of course, these handsome scenes are not 
quite as handsome if 3 feet of snow covers the ground. 


> Division is the easiest method of propagation: 


Arums can be divided in fall after the leaves appear. 
Seed must be stratified (provided with cool, moist 
conditions) in fall and left until spring, at which time 
germination should occur. But be aware—seed often 
requires a year to germinate. 

—aAllan Armitage runs the trial gardens at the 


University of Georgia in Athens. 


ren 


"‘RSVPea’ 
sugar 
snap pea 


*» SOURCES 
Forestfarm, 
Williams, Ore.; 
541-846-7269; 
www.forestfarm.com 


Niche Gardens, 
Chapel! Hill, N.C.; 
919-967-0078; www. 
nichegardens.com 
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[i REGIONAL PICKS 


northeast 


‘Stairway to Heaven’ Jacob’s ladder 
ae == name: Polemonium reptans ‘Stairway to Heaven’ 
USDA HARDINESS ZONES: 3 to 8 
size: 15 to 18 inches tall and 12 to 15 inches wide 
conprrions: Full sun to partial shade; moist, well-drained, 


loamy soil 


Lynn Felici- 
Gallant is owner 
af Indigo Gardens, 
a garden-design 
company in 
Raymond, New 
Hampshire. 


‘Sophia’ false lupine 


wame: Thermopsis chinensis ‘Sophia’ 
zones: 5 to9 

size: 18 to 24 inches tall and wide 
conpiTions: Full sun; average to dry soil 


This sweet, floriferous, truly compact 
cultivar of false lupine takes center stage 
in early spring. Abundant, pealike, 
canary yellow flowers bloom in sunny 
spikes alongside spring ephemerals and 
bulbs before most other perennials 
awaken. The pearly, bluish green foliage 
of ‘Sophia’ remains neat long after the 
flowers give way to attractive seedpods. 
While | have always loved the early yel- 
low flowers of the native Carolina lupine 
(7. villosa, Zones 4-8), I’m looking for- 
ward to designing with this compact 
beauty from China. 
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‘Stairway to Heaven’ is slated for stardom in my garden. 
With its emerald green leaves and ivory margins that display ‘Stairway to Heaven’ boasts clusters of sky blue blossoms 
an occasional tinge of pink, this native beauty is so showy 
as a foliage plant that you almost forget it flowers until the 
blossoms appear in early summer. And flower it does: 
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nectar-loving pollinators. | can't wait to add this spectacular 
performer to my new green-and-white garden. 


‘Chocolate Wings’ 
rodgersia 


name: Rodgersia pinnata 
‘Chocolate Wings’ 

zones: 6 to9 

size: 3 to 4 feet tall and 2 to 

3 feet wide 

conpitions: Partial shade; consis- 
tently moist soil; may be grown 
as a bog plant 


The quilted, propeller-shaped, ser- 
rated leaves of ‘Chocolate Wings’ 
rodgersia emerge the color of 
deep cocoa, transforming as they 
mature into various shades of 
bronze, olive, and woodsy green. 
Clusters of light pink flowers rise above the foliage in early to midsummer, morphing into fleecy, 
ruddy plumes by autumn; however, the plant is grown primarily for its tropical-looking foliage. 
Used as a specimen or planted en masse, ‘Chocolate Wings’ is an attention-getting architectural 
conversation piece. My clients with bog gardens or ponds simply love this plant. 


‘Blackout’ heuchera 


wame: Heuchera ‘Blackout’ 

zones: 4 to 8 

size: 12 to 18 inches tall and wide 

conpitions: Partial to full shade; moist, well-drained, 
loamy soil 


‘Blackout’ is the latest in a series of exciting dark-leaved 
heucheras. It features glossy, wavy, chocolate-colored 
leaves with deep wine-colored undersides. Creamy flow- 
ers shower the plant in early to midsummer, providing a 
contrast to the ebony foliage. ‘Blackout’ can be grown 

in sun as long as it receives adequate moisture, and its 
foliage holds up well in summer heat and humidity. Simply 
put, this deer-, rabbit-, and disease-resistant, plant- 
anywhere heuchera is a stunner and a perfect addition ta 
my ever-expanding collection of dark-leaved heucheras. 


that hover for weeks above the foliage, attracting numerous, 
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Fringed bleeding heart 


name: Dicentra eximia and cvs. 

USDA HARDINESS ZONES: 3 to 8 

size: 2 feet tall and 12 to 18 inches wide 

conpitions: Partial shade; moist, rich, well-drained soil 


There's no need to look any farther than fringed bleeding heart for 


continuous blooms from spring through fall. | adore it for keeping my 
midwestern garden in full bloom from early April through mid-October. 


ee The secret to longevity is not to let plants dry out severely, thereby 
Munchkin Nursery preventing early dormancy. Blooms are neart-shaped lockets of rose- 
& Gardens In pink carried well above lacy, blue-green foliage. From cultivars, expect 
Depauw, Indiana. blooms of white, cherry, or red. 


Mourning widow 
hardy geranium 


NAME: Geranium phaeum 
and cvs. 

zones: 4 to 8 

size: 32 inches tall and 
18 inches wide 
ConNDITIONS: Full sun 

to partial shade; well- 
drained soil 


| love foliage, and this 
hardy geranium does not 
disappoint. It lights up 
borders with its green 
leaves dotted with brown- 
ish red freckles. The 
blooms are small but 
large in number. Somewhat nodding, the purple-black flowers need to be close to a path 
to be fully appreciated. It tolerates dry conditions and root competition, performing well 
from April through the first frost. My favorite cultivars are ‘Samobor' (pictured), with its 
prominent chocolate-colored markings on the foliage, and ‘Lavender Pinwheel’, carrying 
blooms of light lavender with brushstrokes of dark lavender on veins and edges. 


Japanese forest grass 


NAME: Hakonechioa macra 

zones: 5 to 9 

SIZE: 1 to 3 feet tall and wide 
conpitions: Partial shade; moist, rich, 
well-drained soil NAME: Polygonatum odoratum ‘Variegatum' 
ZONES: 3 to 8 

size: 24 to 34 inches tall and 1 foot wide 
conoitions: Full sun to partial shade; moist, rich, 
well-drained soil 


Variegated Solomon’s seal 


The species of this richly varied grass 
remains my favorite must-have plant for 
shade performance. It provides stunning 
good looks, as well. Japanese forest 


grass reaches about 2 feet in height and When | want a shade-tolerant showstopper, | go with 
then arches gracefully for another foot. variegated Solomon's seal. Its egg-shaped leaves are 
All of the bamboolike blades point in the more than 5 inches long and close to 3 inches wide, 
same direction, flowing like bright green and they bear a creamy white border and tip. Each 
water. | love using this forest grass in leaf has a heavy substance, with prominent veins that 
raised beds among stones, where it can add texture to color as the leaves alternate up arched 
spill over edges. Large-leaved perennials stems. The rhizomes branch to form close colonies 
are great companions. that block out weeds. 
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Turk’s cap 


NaME: Malvaviscus arboreus var. drummondii and cvs. 
USDA HARDINESS ZONES: 7 to 11 

size: 4 feet tall and wide 

conpitions: Full sun to full shade; tolerates most soils 


There are two reasons why | have to have Turk’s cap. First, 
it can't be killed; native to the coastal southeastern United 
Greg Grantisa States, this perennial is as tough as they come. Second, it 
horticulturist with attracts more hummingbirds than all of the other flowers in 


SFA Mast Arbore- a ‘ : 3 
qintatsieshen F my garden combined. Hummingbirds and sulfur butterflies 


Agetin’State Uni. flock to its turbanlike flowers, especially in fall. It also 

versity in Nacog- doesn't hurt that Turk’s cap has a profusion of twisted, red- 

doches, Texas. He orange flowers from late spring until frost. When the foliage = ground. Although Turk's cap is adapted to sun and shade 
is coauthor of The dies back after the first frost, cut the entire plant to the plants in the sun tend to grower taller and more dense. 
Southern Heirloom 


Garden and Homa 
Landscaping: Texas. 


Coral honeysuckle 


NAME: / onicera sempervirens 
zones: 4to9 

size: Twining to 15 feet 
CONDITIONS: Full sun to partial 
shade; tolerates most soils 


This hardy, twining vine has tubular, 
red-orange blooms in spring and 
scattered blooms throughout the 
remainder of the season. It is 
native to the eastern United States 
and is less vigorous than the inva- 
sive Japanese honeysuckle, which 
is gobbling up its former habitat. 
Though not fragrant, it's a must- 
have plant for nature lovers like myself because the flashy flowers attract hummingbirds 
and then form showy, red-orange berries that feed bluebirds and other songbirds. Its 
attractive semievergreen leaves are blue-green (shaded purple with new growth). 


Sweet olive 


NAME: Osmanthus fragrans 
zones: 8 to 11 
size: 15 feet tall and 10 feet wide 


CONDITIONS: Full sun to partial American wisteria 

shade; loamy, well-drained soil name: Wisteria frutescens 

This native of China boasts tiny ZONES: 3:10: 

cream-colored flowers in fall and size: Twining to 30 feet ; 
spring. Though small, it is one of conpiTions: Full sun to partial shade; tolerates most soils 
my favorite fragrant plants— most Most gardeners are only aware of the aggressive and 
beloved of all southern flowers — sometimes invasive Chinese and Japanese wisterias, but 
requiring only a few to scent an 1 love their less aggressive counterpart: the American 


entire garden. This evergreen 

makes an excellent small speci- 
men tree or can be sheared into 
a fine hedge. In cold climates, it 
can be grown in containers and 


wisteria. This twining, deciduous vine is native along rivers 
and in swamps of the southeastern United States, flower- 
ing after spring foliage appears, with occasional repeated 
blooming throughout the growing season. The typical 
lilac-purple flowers have a light fragrance. It's an excellent 
brought in for winter. plant for fences, arbors, and pergolas. 
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‘Welch’s Pink’ American beautyberry 


Dee Nash has 
been gardening 

in the red dirt of 
Oklahoma for 
more than 20 years 
and lives outside 
Guthne, Oklahoma. 


jaa = | 
‘Diane’ witch hazel 
NAME! Hamamelis x intermedia 
‘Diane’ 

ZONES: 5to9 

size: 8 to 12 feet tall and 10 to 

15 feet wide 

CONDITIONS: Partial shade; moist, 
well-drained sail 


‘Diane’ is considered one the best 
cultivars of witch hazel because 
of its unusual, fragrant red blos- 
soms and prolific winter-bloom 
display— and this is why | want it 
in my garden. The flowers are 
borne along the stems of this 
small, open-habit tree. In fall, the 
foliage of ‘Diane’ turns yellow- 
orange and eventually changes to 
maroon before falling off. It would 
look great planted near the 
yellow-blooming ‘Arnold Promise’ 
witch hazel (H. x intermedia 
‘Arnold Promise’, Zones 5-9), 


NAME: Callicarpa americana ‘Welch's Pink’ 
USDA HARDINESS ZONES: 5 to 9 

SIZE: 3 to 5 feet tall and wide 

conpbITIons: Partial shade; well-drained soil 


If Barbie designed a shrub, this would be it. ‘Welch's Pink’ has wondertully 
large, bubblegum-colored berries, which is why I'd love to have it. The 
FPF Bs fruit is arranged in tight bunches along the stems, like rounded rock 
candy, and looks sweet enough to eat. The berries also attract birds that 
feast upon them in late fall. ‘Welch's Pink' is found growing in the forests 
of east Texas and ts slightly daintier than the species. It will tolerate dry 
shade and some sun, but sunnier areas may cause leaf burn and the 
berries won't be as pink. 


Lead plant 


NAME: Amorpha canescens 
ZONES: 2 to 9 

size: 2 to 3 feet tall and wide 
CONDITIONS: Full sun: well- 
drained, sandy soil with no 
amendments 


A small deciduous shrub, this 
prairie native doesn't get enough 
respect—perhaps because lead 
plant may need up to three sea- 
sons to mature. But |'m willing to 
be patient because, once it gets 
going, racemes of vivid purple 
flowers with orange-tipped sta- 
mens appear from May to July. 


These blooms attract many different types of native bees, which is beneficial for the 
entire garden. Silvery gray foliage indicates its preference for dry soils, and lead plant 
stays attractive even during severe drought. Being a member of the legume family, this 
plant may need some protection from deer, rabbits, and other grazing animals. 


‘Prairie Fire’ New Zealand sedge 


NAME: Carex testacea ‘Prairie Fire’ 
zones: 7 to 10 
size: 18 inches tall and wide 


CONDITIONS: Ful] sun to partial shade; well-drained 


soil but will tolerate moist areas 


This easy-to-grow evergreen is native to New 
Zealand but loves the red clay and sandy soil of 
the Southern Plains, so it's a natural choice to be a 
new addition to my beds. ‘Prairie Fire’ has brilliant 
red-and-orange foliage in the fall, which sets it 
apart from other native grasses. The narrow 
bronze-and-green foliage during the warmer 
months adds grace to the front of a perennial bed 


and also to a container as a spiller. 


grhOPPing 

o So 
plants 

to buy 


this year 


; | REGIONAL PICKS ZgROPP INS 


<. 


(2) > 
“plants * 


southwest "22 


‘Ultra Violet’ salvia 


NAME: Salvia ‘Ultra Violet’ 

USDA HARDINESS ZONES: 6 to 9 

SIZE: 18 to 24 inches tall and 24 to 32 inches wide 
conorrions: Full sun; well-drained, lean soil 


—_— «_ 


‘Ultra Violet’ salvia is at the top of my shopping list this 
year. This hybrid of two shrubby Salvia species has small, 
dark green leaves, similar to its parents, but its flower 
spikes are a deep violet—-purple and are produced profusely 
from midsummer through fall. Hummingbirds love it, but the rich color of this sage can be used in exposed desert 
rabbits and deer usually ignore it once it's established; so gardens as well as in more protected courtyards. 


Judith Phillips 

is a landscape 

designer from Ve- 

guita, New Mexico, 

who prefers work- 

| ing with native and 
xeric plants. 


Southwest 
flattop 
buckwheat 


NAME: Eriogonum 
fasciculatum var. 
polifolium 

zones: 7 to 10 

size: 2 feet tall and wide 
CONDITIONS: Full sun; 
well-drained, lean soil 


| love how Southwest 
flattop buckwheat looks 
cool and cultivated in 
the harshest hot and dry 
places. The mounded 
form and narrow ever- 
green leaves are reminiscent of rosemary, but its foliage is woolly—especially on the underside of 
the leaves —and its lacy clusters of pink or white flowers appear anytime from spring through fall. 
Flattop buckwheat is also a favorite host plant of several butterflies, which bring added color and 
Dwarf beargrass movement to the garden. It needs only light pruning in spring and occasional deep watering. 
name: Nolina lindheimeriana 

zones: 6 to 10 

size: 2 to 3 feet tall and wide 
CONDITIONS: Full sun to partial shade: 
lean, well-drained soil 


d ? Flame flower 
Dwar beargrass is also known as ribbon 


grass because its long, narrow evergreen 
leaves have a hard satin finish that offers 
subdued, year-round interest. Massed 

for a dramatic effect, it will have the tex- 


NaME: Talinum calycinum (syn. Phemeranthus calycinus) 
ZONES: 6 to 9 

size: 10 to 12 inches tall and 1 foot wide 

ConDITIONS: Full sun to partial shade; lean, well- 


ture of ornamental grasses with less drained soil 

maintenance. Its froth of creamy white Flame flower is a short-grass prairie native, which loves 
flowers on arching stalks provides the heat and drought so much that it will also thrive in my 
summertime fireworks. Unlike most des- southwestern garden. Bright pink flowers dance on wiry 
ert succulents, dwarf beargrass is gold stems above its tuft of ground-hugging succulent 
unarmed, so it won't snag or spear leaves. Equally at home softening the prickly presence of 
unsuspecting passersby. This makes cacti, between boulders in rock gardens, or at the edges 
it an easy fit in small gardens; along of paths and patios, it blooms during the heat of the day 
paths; and in any hot, sunny spot in from June through September. Flame flower self-sows 
need of a cool accent. easily, and it will make graceful sweeps in my garden. 
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Turkish speedwell 


Mike Higgins, 
owner of Gecko 
Landscape & 
Design, gardens— 


when it's not The performance never seems to fade, so it's a great first- 
snowing—in impression, front-line plant. It softens walkways and boulder gar- 
Steamboat dens, and It is the best ground cover for western gardeners. 


Springs, Colorado. 


‘Magdalena Sunshine’ 
pineleaf penstemon 


NAME: Penstemon pinifolius 
‘Magdalena Sunshine' 

zones: 5 to9 

size: 8 to 10 inches tall and 
15 inches wide 

CONDITIONS: Full sun; dry, well- 
drained soil 


A high-mountain garden is not 
complete without a good penste- 
mon; | recommend ‘Magdalena 
Sunshine’. True to its name, this 
penstemon has needlelike foliage. 
It is somewhat evergreen in our 
region, which is a welcome exten- 
sion to our short growing season. 
Instead of red or orange blossoms, 
this compact cultivar sports a blan- 
ket of bright yellow flowers from 
early to midsummer. The blooms 
are attractive to hummingbirds. 
This native of the mountains of 
New Mexico is hardy to 8,000 feet 
and is a perfect investment for gar- 
dens in dry, mountainous areas. 


NAME: Veronica liwanensis 

USDA HARDINESS ZONES: 4 to 9 

size: 2 inches tall and 18 inches wide 

conoirTions: Full sun to partial shade; well-drained soil 


Turkish speedwell is always at the top of my shopping list because 
it is as tough as it is beautiful, is drought tolerant, survives light foot 
traffic, and will thrive in altitudes as high as 8,500 feet. This low 
creeper will root as it spreads to create a dense carpet of small, 
glossy green leaves. Vibrant, cobalt blue flowers cover the lush, 
low-growing foliage for six to eight weeks from spring to summer. 


Hopflower oregano 


NAME: Origanum libanoticum 
zones: 5 to9 

size: 8 to 18 inches tall and 
10 to 20 inches wide 
CONDITIONS: Full sun; well- 
drained soil 


As my personal favorite multi- 
purpose plant, hopflower 
oregano is always on my 
shopping list. | use it in garden 
borders, along low retaining 
walls, or in patio boxes. This 
vigorous trailing herb sus- 
pends lots of Chinese lantern—like pinkish flowers (bracts, actually) on wiry stems; just a 
slight breeze makes its airy flowers dance. Though it looks delicate, it is deer resistant, 
drought tolerant, and hardy to 7,000 feet. Because our growing season is short, | love that its 
flowers are extraordinarily attractive when they dry and turn brown in fall. They add extended 
interest to the landscape and also look amazing indoors in dried arrangements. 


‘Purple Dragon’ nettle 


NAME: Lamium maculatum ‘Purple Dragon’ 

zones: 4 to 8 

size: 4 to 8 inches tall and 12 to 20 inches wide 
conoi!rTions: Ful! sun to full shade; well-drained soil 


All summer long, a profusion of snapdragon-like purple flowers 
cover this plant's green-edged silver leaves. ‘Purple Dragon’ is 
deer resistant and can be grown up to 7,500 feet— important 
characteristics in our rural, mountainous region. It is a perfect 
solution for challenging spots, like dry shade. But it's best to 
provide moisture in full sun. | love to plant this as a ground cover 
on the north side of many of our dense, high-mountain ever- 
greens. It will spread quickly in one summer without becoming 
invasive. You can also easily divide it to plant in other areas of 
your garden, which makes it a great value. 
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Bonfire® begonia 


Rizanifio “Riz” 
Reyes, a plants- 
person and land- 
scape consultant, 
owns RHR Horti- 
culture & Landwave 
Gardens in Shore- 
line, Washington. 


Ivory Prince hellebore 


name: Helleborus ‘Walhelivor' 
zones: 4 to 9 

SIZE: 10 to 12 inches tall and 12 to 
18 inches wide 

conoitions: Partial shade; prefers 
slightly acidic, well-drained soil 


Who wouldn't buy a plant that looks 

amazing all year with little or no mainte- 
nance? Hellebores have long been trea- 
sured as winter-flowering wonders, and 
this variety is no exception. With lightly 
marbled, blue-green foliage that always 


looks fresh, it is handsome when it comes 


into bloom, with burgundy-green buds 
bursting open to white blooms with a hint 
of green and pink. It is durable, pest- and 
disease-free, and easy to grow. 
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name: Begonia boliviensis ‘Bonfire’ 

USDA HARDINESS ZONES: 8 to 10 

size: 18 inches tall, trailing to 2 to 3 feet 

conprtions: Full sun to partial shade; average to moist, 
well-drained soil 


This sizzling-hot little number is a must-buy for its intense 
color and Sultry pizzazz. ‘Bonfire’ is best grown in a container, 
where it will flaunt its fiery orange-red flowers all summer long 
as it flows over the edges. It also shows sass and an explo- 
sion of color when planted in beds. Whether it's planted in a 
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Plumose soft 
shield fern 


NAME: Polystichum 
setiferum 'Plumoso- 
multilobum’ 

zones: 6 to 9 

size: 18 inches tall and 
2 to 3 feet wide 
CONDITIONS: Full to 
partial shade; prefers 
rich soil 


Ferns are regaining pop- 
ularity in the Pacific 
Northwest. If you have 
room for only one, seek 
out this variety. It is hard 
to find, so nab it when 
you spot it. It is abso- 


lutely out of this world: The mature specimen has an alien-starfishlike quality. Plant it 
where you can appreciate the frilly, finely textured fronds up close. Though evergreen, 
it could use some tidying up in winter and early spring. 


‘Hedgerows Gold’ variegated 
redtwig dogwood 


NAME: Cornus sericea ‘Hedgerows Gold’ 
ZONES: 3 to 8 

size: 6 to 8 feet tall and 5 to 6 feet wide 
conoitions: Full sun to partial shade; rich, 
well-drained soil 

This dogwood developed on the West Coast 
offers year-round interest without a lot of work, 
which is why | put it on my shopping list. 
‘Hedgerows Gold’ is an outstanding varie- 
gated, multistemmed shrub. Mature plants 
have a dense, rounded habit, but you can cut 
the entire plant back each winter or spring to 
encourage new, bright red stems. 


container or in the ground, keep it well watered and fertilize 
monthly. You'll never regret a cent spent on this stunner. 


WORLD’S #1 TOP 
PLANT SUPPLY 


World CHA iMPION 


Bae nS PLANTER, > oe 


ay testtitzI"9 science), 
ee RICE 


core DIEACH 
Unlqus. noweng 10 NP DAOP) 
see SAT stator ponte 
Ty ond CROP 


“tee 10 mn pee pp Growers 


ADDED TO 18 FERTILIZERS, by 18 Growers 


iS lates FS 
9 E,W 
id a 
RECOMMENDED BY wWkakones newsrascns 1s RAGS 
USED BY 

FIVE U.S. DEPARTMENTS TO HELP WIN WORLD WAR II 


THOUSAND OF GOVERNMENTS, STATE UNIVERSITIES, LEADING 
ARBORETUMS, BOTANICAL GAROENS, PARKS SYSTEMS 
U.S. STATES and CITIES IN MULTIPLE-ORUMS LOTS 
FLOWERING PLANTS SHOW WINNERS -— “everywhere” 
HEALTHY. TOXICS-FREE FOOOS GROWERS 


UNIQUE. Far easier plant success 


@_INDOOR PLANTS 
To Sao MORE NEW FLOWERS and LEAVES, 
HEALTHIER, STRONGER - MORE BEAUTIFUL 


D, “GY pare GS START 

]curpoca BARE NEW ROOT AND FOLIAGE 
PLANTS ACTION, SHOOTING DOWN, UP 
And “ond Niling-in, sidewipe 

i@F OWERING Aes 
ORE Utes LONGER 
€ deaurTiFuL 

TO PLANT “Them ott SAFELY, 


UNIFORMLY — 
GROWING MORE STRONGLY 


TO START THEM VIGOROUSLY, 
Beoting Seil-rot, Hestening Better BLOOMING 


Ta Mala GERMINATION Parcantage and SPEED 
EARLIER, BETTER YIELDS, Including Vegetables 
Te Moke GUICKER, d TOUGHER TUR 
a9 Sn | vf om Je to. 5 soo, y gt, MYD®O.sceding 
11 Mas TREES 17 HYDROSEEDING 22 COMPETI! Le 
i £08 Eu M, i" 1 LANDSCAPING 
: WYORO Aer) ib | PAGATION 


TEROSION 

18 Hh ae cuttuac _* IMPROVEMENT. i rie 
AT CONSCIENTIOUS PLANT DEALERS WORLDWIDE 
Used, tipped to, and supplied by thousands of conscientious 
plant-selling firms. On every continent, without salesmen. 
REFUSE “just as good,” false, cheaply made, 
unbalancing substitutes — often 99'/2% water. 
NOTHING IS AT ALL “LIKE” 
SUPER thrive” 50 VITAMINS-HORMONES 
Made in U.S.A. by VITAMIN INSTITUTE @) 


12610 Saticoy Street South, North Hollywood, CA 91605 
Websile www.superthrive.com 
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BEAUTY FROM BULBS 


Bring the beauty of bulbs to your gardens from our vast collection of the best Dutch 
flower bulbs and herbaceous peonies at the best prices. Select your own color palette 
and create natural, harmonious gardens with intermingled flower bulbs. Rather than 
letting your lawn limp into the woods, plant a stunning display of Trumpet Daffodil 
Bravoure over a thick ribbon of electric Muscari latifolium. 

Contact Van Engelen for our 52-page wholesale flower bulb price list or John Scheepers 
for our colorful 88-page Beatty from Bulbs catalog. Contact Kitchen Garden Seeds for 
our 60-page catalog with over 500 gourmet vegetable, herb and flower seeds. It has a 
wealth of practical gardening tips from Barbara Damrosch and wonderful recipes trom 
renowned U.S. chefs. 


John Scheepers 
Phone: (860) 567-0838 Phone: (860) 567-8734 


www. johnscheepers.com www. vanengelen.com 
Serving America’s finest gardens for over 100 years! 


. M 
Kitchen Garden Seeds™ 
Phone: (860) 567-6086 
www. kitchengardenseeds.com 


Vn Engelen 


reader service no. 74 


We supply all of the components 


needed to build residential and 
commercial green roofs of any size, 
including specialized geotextiles and 
drainage substrates, engineered 
ultra-lightweight soils, and drought- 
resistant plants. We also custom- 
fabricate waterproofing membranes. 


, ys 
www.imustgarden.com 


(800) 477-7724 
www.conservationtechnology.com 
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(877) 446-2929 
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» Expert review 


EasyBloom plant sensor 


Designed to take the guesswork out of 
gardening, the EasyBloom Plant Sensor 
($59.95; www.easybloom.com) has 
potential. It combines technology with 
the age-old craft of gardening. You 
place the sensor in your garden and let 
it monitor the light and moisture condi- 
tions; you then hook it up to your com- 
puter to discover which plants are best 
for your location based on the data, your 
zip code and hardiness zone, the season, 
and the weather. The plant recommen- 
dations can be filtered by plant type, flower color, or drought 
tolerance. You can also monitor the conditions around an 


existing plant to troubleshoot problems, and you can use it as a 
moisture reader to determine when it's time to water. 

Avid gardeners might find the plant recommendations and 
library too basic, and prefer to see plants listed by their Latin, 
rather than their common, names—details newer gardeners prob- 
ably wouldn't notice. Another item to note is that invasive plants 
are recommended—for example, burning bush (Euonymus alatus), 
which is an invasive where } live in the Northeast. EasyBloom 
states that it is working to expand and enrich the 5,000+ items in 
the plant library, so these shortcomings should be less of an issue 
over time. I appreciate secing the moisture, light, temperature, 
and humidity readings of my location—although I'd be curious 
to see even more detail as the data is presented with descriptive 


» Editor’s pick 
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instead of quantitative labels. But the basic information is useful, 
and I look forward to applying it when I make my plant decisions 
in the future. The time-to-water setting is fun. Just stick the probe 
in the soil, and the device will chirp if the plant needs water. 
About 50 percent of the time, however, I found that my probe 
(my finger) disagreed. The sensor isn't necessarily wrong, but my 
method has been working just fine for years. 

This tool is a good choice for newbies looking to wade into the 
gardening pool. It's a handy tool but one, I hope, that will not 
replace the good old brain. No matter what shortcuts you take, you 
still need to learn the needs of plants to be successful in gardening 


Jennifer Benner is a horticulturist and former 
associate editor who gardens in Roxbury, Connecticut 


Almost-perfect gardening gloves 


Selecting a pair of gardening gloves is a challenge for one reason: | don't like to garden in gloves. | have 
small hands, and most gardening gloves are too bulky, making me feel like | have two catcher's mitts on. 
But unless | want my hands to be covered in scratches and poison-ivy boils, | need to wear them. The 
Foxgloves brand offers the perfect solution: snugly fitting gloves made out of a tough, thin cloth. The 
Works model ($18.00; www.foxglovesinc.com) has a reinforced palm and fingertips, as well as a stretch 
nylon back. Last year, | put them to the test during my hellish fall cleanup, and they stood up beautifully. 
My one gripe is that | wish the glove came up about an inch higher on my wrist because dirt and debris 
kept working their way inside. Despite this, | would choose these gloves over all others. 


— Danielle Sherry is an associate editor 
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» Check this out 


Chess, outside and supersize 


These jumbo teak chess pieces (starting at $249.00 for an 
8-inch-tall set; www.megachess.com) will make you feel as if 
you've climbed up Jack's beanstalk and landed in the giant's 
garden. They give you an opportunity to create a high-impact 
feature for your landscape. Consider making a chessboard out 
of alternating squares of pavers and grass, or experiment with 
edging and various shades of gravel. Sets range in size from 
small (8 inches tall) to whopping (6 feet tall), with the king as 
the largest piece and all other pieces stepping down in size, 
accordingly. Don't worry if you don't know how to play 
chess—you can get a set of giant teak checkers, instead. 


» Garden gadget 


» Great gift 


Not-so-sweet 
garden treats 


These little seed balls look like chocolates but are 
made of clay and compost, and contain a selection 

of culinary herb or flower seeds. Garden Bon Bons 
($14.95; www.moultonology.com) are packaged in a 
compostable truffle box with a map, and tied with a 
cheery green ribbon. Place one in your garden, and 
watch as it slowly breaks down and the seeds begin to 
sprout. Who needs instant gratification, anyway? 
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No-nonsense § Ei 


advice 


Any book of garden- 
ing advice written by 
people more accustomed 


NONSTOP 


A Step-by-Step Guide to Smart Plant Choices 
and Four-Season Designs 


to working with soil 
instead of ink is worth 

a look. In The Nonstop 
Garden ($19.95; www. 
timberpress.com), authors 
Stephanie Cohen and Jennifer Benner share 
their decades’ worth of plant experience in a 
call-it-like-they-see-it style. Add in a bunch of 
handy planting plans and some smart mainte- 
nance advice, and you've got everything you 
need to create a four-season garden. 


Rain, rain, come to stay 


Gardeners are obsessed with weather. When it's raining outside, most people try to remember 
to bring an umbrella. Gardeners obsess over whether they'll get enough rain so that they don't 
have to water, wonder if it will rain so hard that their seeds will be washed away, ar hope that 
the shower will fill up their rain barrel. Even if you're just interested in testing the accuracy of 
the local weather forecast, this stunning Jeffersonian Rain Gauge ($219.99; www.weems-plath 
.com) will give you the facts while adding a bit of elegance to your garden. Made out of solid 
brass, which gradually takes on a patina outdoors, it comes with a lifetime guarantee. 
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A beautiful view should be enhanced 
by beautiful plants. The well-drained 
soil and surrounding mountains were the 
reasons the author chose specific plants 
from her list of favorites for this particular 
spot. Among her choices were purple 
‘Walker's Low' catmint, rad penstemon, 
and golden dome alyssum. 


by Lauren Springer Ogden 


ON AN INCREASINGLY OVERBUILT PLANET where daily 
experience with the natural world is limited, at best, gardens 
can serve as places to reconnect with nature. The norm today is, 
sadly, tired, cliched landscape installations for public or commer- 
cial sites, or overdesigned, trendy private outdoor spaces. In both 
cases, plants have been treated as second-class citizens—the last 
things considered. 

Plants ignite a powerful relationship between people and a 
garden space when their beauty, varicty, and ability to change 
are celebrated. They can appeal, at once, to the personal prefer- 
ences of the gardener, enhance a site and its characteristics, and 
embrace the uniqueness of a specific region. A garden created 
with favorite plants in mind—first and foremost, rather than 
after site and hardscaping considerations have been set in stone— 
deepens our connection with the garden. Putting plants first in 
the design process restores the vitality of outdoor spaces and 
allows them to be truly celebrated gardens. 


CONSIDER SITE, PURPOSE, AND PLANTS SIMULTANEOUSLY 
Designers typically lay out a space first, then select and place 
plants on the site to meet predetermined goals. Gardeners, on 
the other hand, usually acquire their favorite plants first, then 
search for suitable spots to place them. The ideal approach is to 
consider purpose, space, plant selection, and placement all at 
the same time. 

The creation of our home garden in northern Colorado is an 
example of plant-driven design. Our property was an uninspired, 
flat half acre in a recently built subdivision—a blank slate of 
half-dead lawn, rather than the more typical suburban inheri- 
tance of ragtag, poorly placed landscape plants and endless 
mulch. The majority of land was in the back (for extra privacy), 
with nice views to the west, and the site was blessed with deep 
soil—something rare in our region. Otherwise, this was about as 
prosaic a beginning for a garden as one could imagine. 

We started thinking immediately about which of our much- 
loved plants would thrive, given these challenges and opportuni- 
ties. Naturally occurring conditions, like good deep soil, meant 
we could grow lots of different plants, especially trees and 
shrubs. We joyfully and greedily sct about making a list of desired 
trees. The following spring, we planted close to 100 of them: 
for screening, for shade, for fruit, to frame views, and some just 
because we liked the plants so much and wanted to experiment 
with them in our climate. 

The scenic surroundings of our property inspired our garden’s 
style and, in turn, our plant choices. We decided to create 
meadow, steppe, chaparral, and rock gardens to echo the land- 
forms and plant communities beyond, linking the garden to the 


www.finegardening.com | June 2010 37 


Fragrance 

A pungent odor is 
emitted when you 
brush up against 
the foliage of wild 
quinine (Parthenium 
integrifolium, 
Zones 4-8). Plants 
that not only pique 
your visual interest 
but also your sense 
of smell are impor- 
tant for cementing 
a visceral link with 
the landscape. 


*See invasive alert on page 16. 


a plant-driven design 


When it comes to planning and planting a garden, don't just choose plants that you love and 
plunk them down in any old spot. Be sure to place these treasured favorites in spots where their 
best attributes will shine and where their conditional needs will be met. Every garden design 
should contain plants that embody the following characteristics. 


Seasonality 

Conifers, like this Colorado blue 
spruce (Picea pungens, Zones 
2-8), are crucial in providing year- 
round interest but really become 
key players in winter when 
nothing else is looking good. 


Texture 

The soft, frondlike leaves of ‘Sutherland Gold’ 
elder (Sambucus racemosa ‘Sutherland Gold’, 
Zones 3-7) stand out for not only their color but 
also their pillowy texture, which is in direct con- 
trast to the surrounding piants with broad leaves. 


Form 

Grecian foxglove (Digi- 
talis lanata*, Zanes 3-9) 
is eye-catching for its 
color and its strong 
architectural presence. 
Having plants that 
make an impression 
because of their shape 
adds another layer of 
interest to a design. 


Color 

The hues of your plants 
should take a hint from 
their surroundings. Here, 
the bright blooms of 
yellow coneflower 
(Echinacea paradoxa, 
Zones 5-8) stand out 
against the green back- 
drop but also comple- 
ment the chartreuse 
leaves of the elder. 
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snippet of wild beauty that we could see right out our door 
(photo, pp. 36-37). What favorite plants of ours would echo 
the spirit of the regional landscape? And which ones would 
also satisfy our goal of sustainable diversity by tolerating a low 
input of water and no soi] amendments or fertilizers, and only 
requiring as much care as the two of us could provide given 
our time constraints and the size of the lot? 

Conifers of all sizes—mainly pines (Pinus spp. and cvs., 
USDA Hardiness Zones 3-10) and spruces (Picea spp. and 


1. ‘Princes Irene’ tulip (Tulipa ‘Princes Irene’, 
Zones 4-8) 

2. ‘Mesa Verde' Colorado blue spruce (Picea pungens 
‘Mesa Verde’, Zones 2-8) 

3. Tulip (Tulipa cv., Zones 4-8) 

4. Lady tulip (Tulipa clusiana, Zones 4-8) 

5. Cushion spurge (Euphorbia polychroma, Zones 5-9) 

6. ‘Crandall’ clove currant (Aibes odoratum ‘Crandall’, 
Zones 5-8) 

7. ‘Hillside' Colorado blue spruce (Picea pungens ‘Hillside’, Zones 2-8) 


A little fragrance goes a long way TY 
The sweet scent of ‘Crandall’ clove currant and the ier 

cheerful color of spring bulbs pull people off the 

path and into the garden, encouraging a stronger 
cannection with the landscape. 
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cvs., Zones 2-8)—were good choices because they grow well 

in our climate and dominate much of the native mountain 
woods yet they offer a diversity of species and forms (photo, 
facing page). Certain ornamental grasses were also ideal choices 
(photo, p. 41), echoing the short-grass prairie our subdivision 
had displaced and giving the eye a needed rest with the soft- 
ness and serenity of a low, fine-textured planting (similar to 

a lawn but more interesting and less resource intensive). We 
satisfied our passion for bulbs by interplanting thousands of 


Strong colors and forms are important 
in every design 

This full-sun garden shines because of the 
bnght hues of red-hot poker and larkspur and 
the vertical spikes of the iris foliage and the 
burgundy burnet. 


1. Willowleaf 
sunflower 
(Helianthus 
salicifolius, 
Zanes 6-9) 

. Burgundy 
burnet 
(Sanguisorba 
menziesii, 
Zanes 4-8) 

3. Red-hot poker (Kniphofia cv., Zones 5-9) 

4. ‘Little Joe’ Joe Pye weed (Eutrochium 

dubium ‘Little Joe’, Zones 3-9) 
5. ‘Fontanelle’ spuria iris (iris ‘Fontanelle’, 
Zones 6-9) 


6. Annual larkspur (Consolida ambigua, annual) 


nN 
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A plant-driven garden is created around a love for certain 
plants. Those plants have unique appeal and individual per- 
sonalities that foster interaction and connection while meeting 
other design goals. Most important, their cultural needs must 
be addressed. But beyond that, you need to find ways to show 
off the attributes that draw you to them. 


Specific plant qualities, such as seasonality, fragrance, texture, 


WITH LIGHT form, and color, should be celebrated. Colorado, like much of 


the country, has marked seasons. With that in mind, we chose 
In a garden, light changes its quality and 


direction every minute of every day, yet it 
is often overlooked in design. Be sure to 


plants that would thrive in our exuberant, moist spring; dry 


; 
' 
ephemeral bloomers and a smattering of rarer species (top 
photo, p. 39). A plant-rich garden was developing that contin- 
ually fascinated and involved us. 
CAPTURE AND HIGHLIGHT THE SPIRIT OF YOUR PLANTS | 
im 


yet pleasantly warm summer; crisp, bright autumn; and long 


consider how a plant's form and texture but crystalline winter. Jewel-toned bulb blooms, like crocuses 
respond to light before deciding where it (Crocus chrysanthus cvs., Zones 3-8), small species tulips, and 
should be placed. others, give us high hopes in spring while the rest of the garden 

H Fir ay Gh opague® Plaats withhalnyei still sleepily holds back (top photo, p. 39). Summer explodes 
fluffy surfaces (like the ornamental grasses, with ornamental grasses and our favorite drought-resistant 
pictured) trap light, highlighting their unique perennials, such as firecracker penstemon (Penstemon eatoni, 
textures. Backlighting translucent leaves Zones 4-9), ‘Walker's Low’ catmint (Nepeta x faassenii t 
and petals creates a glow. ‘Walker's Low’, Zones 4-8), and golden dome alyssum (Alys- 


Reflective: > 
Some flowers and 
foliage have shiny 
qualities. These 
plants, when hit 
with light, gleam. 


J Architectural: 


Plants with a bold 
outline are sculpted 
by strong light and 
shadow, and give 
the landscape strik- 
ing silhouettes. 


sum markgrafii, Zones 4-8), which add a splash of vibrant 
color (photo, pp. 36-37). 

Fall is when many deciduous trees, such as serviceberry 
and Rocky Mountain Splendor™ birch, take their turn in the 
spotlight with outrageous autumnal hues (photo, facing 
page). As winter descends, grasses go tawny and much of the 
garden retreats to monochrome as conifers become the stars, 
with their intriguing green, silver, and blue silhoucttes often 
dusted in snow. 

Fragrance encourages up-close encounters with certain plants, 
so these are essential in any design. They should occupy prime 
spots along pathways or by seating areas. A beloved fringe tree 
and common lilacs (Syringa vulgaris* cvs., Zones 4-8) are given 
places of pride near our main routes. ‘Crandall’ clove currant 
is one of the earliest fragrant things to bloom for us, before the 
viburnums even think of opening. It is intensely fragrant, and 
1 plant it in almost all gardens | design in this region (top photo 
p. 39). These scented beauties encourage a close connection to 
the garden because of their sensual appeal. 

Color is most effective when taking its cue from the sur- 
rounding landscape. In Colorado, for example, lush green is 
secondary to sage green, silver, gray, and blue for much of the 
year, so we planted an array of silvery subshrubs, such as 
artemisia (Artemisia spp. and cvs., Zones 3-9) and salvia (Salvia 
spp. and cvs., Zones 5-11). Brightly colored flowers show 
better than pastels in the fierce sun. Luminescent red-hot 
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Seasonality and texture ensure that the garden never sleeps 
Soft pillows of ornamental grasses set the perfect stage for the bright fall color of the deciduous trees nearby. Although it is autumn, 
this area of the landscape still garners attention. 


1|. Atlas fescue (Festuca mairei, 6. Fringe tree (Chionanthus virginicus, 

Zones 4-8) Zones 4-9) 
2. Rocky Mountain Splendor™ birch 7. ‘Carolina Moonlight’ false indigo 

(Betula ‘Rockimon’, Zones 4-7) (Baptisia ‘Carolina Moonlight’, 
$8. Ohio buckeye (Aesculus glabra, Zones 4-9) 

Zones 3-7) 8. Aromatic aster (Aster ob/ongifolius, 
41. Hop tree (Ptelea trifoliata, Zones 5-9) Zones 4-9) 
D. Serviceberry (Amelanchier canadensis, 9. Arizona corkbark fir (Abies /asiocarpa 

Zones 3-7) var. arizonica, Zones 5-6) 
poker and blue larkspur hold up to the sun of high noon As a garden grows, it develops, over time, its own sense of 
(bottom photo, p. 39) and glow when backlit in the morning rhythm and balance that puts people and plants together in 
and afternoon light a comfortable context. The gardener/designer’s hand and the 

To me, textural and sculptural plants are vital in any garden will of the plants engage in their own dance of spontaneity 
because of their long season of interest and ability to set a and control. Pruning, editing, renewing, and replacing are 
mood. At home, columnar trees and shrubs block our closest as much the essence of plant-driven design as that first 
incighbor, stopping the eye along the narrowest part of the exciting creation on paper and in bare earth. Gardens where 
garden with their arresting sentinel-like forms. Spiky plants, plants come first—no matter the style or the region—promise 
such as bear grass {Xeroplivllum tenax, Zones 5-8) and agave change, surprise, and delight. A relationship is born and a 
(Agave spp. and cvs., Zones 7-11), create strong year-round reconnection with the natural world is made, ow 


structure amid twiggy, more amorphous, drought-resistant 
shrubs and perennials. Grasses, like Atlas fescue, lend a sensual 


softness to the often lumpy, bumpy medium textures of so Lauren Springer Ogden and her husband, Scott, are garden 
many herbaceous plantings (photo, above). They make our designers in Fort Collins, Colorado, and are the authors of 
garden scem larger and more generous. Plant-Driven Design. 
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This inexpensive veggie bed requires no digging, 
no weeding, and no need for crop rotation 


] SPOTTED my first straw- 
bale vegetable bed at a garden 
show in Seattle, Washington, 
and | knew immediately that 
I] would copy the idea when 

I got home. If the exhibitor 
was handing out instructions, 
I don't remember getting 
them. But that didn't matter: 
The whole concept was fairly 
straightforward and looked 
like it came together easily. 
No digging, no weeding, and 
nothing but a pile of compost 
left over at the end of the 
season? Sign me up, ! thought. 
I'm a fickle gardener who likes 
to move things around, so I also liked that 

I could set up a straw-bale garden in a differ- 
ent spot every year, unlike raised beds that 
are designed to stay in place. 

Straw-bale gardens are inexpensive to build 
and easy to care for—and did I mention that 
at the end of the year you're left with a glori- 
ous heap of rotting compost, replete with fat 
and happy worms? When I got back to my 
garden in northern California, I realized that 
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by Amy Stewart 


is it a modern-art installation? No, four bales of hay and some 
compost create the easiest vegetable garden you'll ever build. 


I had the perfect place to try it out. A sunny, 
south-facing corner next to my chicken coop 
turned out to be an ideal spot for a small 
vegetable garden. I hadn't put one there 
before because of the poor soil and aggressive 
weeds in that corner of the property. But if ] 
wanted to grow tomatoes in the coastal fog 
of my region, I would need all the sun I could 
get. Thanks to the straw-bale garden, the 
most neglected spot in my yard has become 
the most productive. Here's how | did it: 


continued on page 44 = 
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4 Straw bales = $7.00 ea 

4 Bags of compost = $5.00 ea 

N/A Plant Material/seeds = $18.00 


Liquid fertilizer 


Granular fertilizer 


; = $7.00 
25-ft. soaker hose = $10.00 
TOTAL Cost = $92.00 


Arrange the bales 

Clear out a 6%2-foot-square area, pull- 
ing weeds and leveling the ground. 
Make a square using four, sterile straw 
bales leaving a hole in the middle. | 
use rice straw, which is a renewable, 
agricultura! by-product that would 
otherwise be burned. 


PEST TIP 


Keep the 
critters out 


If you have 
gophers or moles, 
lay down a layer 
of hardware cloth 
or chicken wire 
and put the bales 
on top of them. 
This will stop any 
critters from bur- 
rowing under your 
garden and eating 
your veggies. 


{ Step 3 } 


Top-dress with compost Add water to optimize cooking 
Sprinkle the bales with granular organic fertilizer, Water the bales thoroughly every day for 10 days, 
then top with a 2- to 3-inch-deep layer of compost. using a liquid organic fertilizer, like kelp meal or fish 
Fill the hole in the middle with loose straw, com- emulsion, every time you water. The fertilizer will 
post, or potting soil. This is where you'll plant root help the bales “cook”; in fact, if you have a soil ther- 
crops that need loose soil to grow. If you're using mometer, you'll see them heat up considerably dur- 
store-bought compost, you'll need about four large ing that time. This 10-day composting period allows 
bags to cover the bales and fill the center. the bales to break down a bit, getting them ready to 


accommodate plant roots. 


For a video with the author on making straw-bale gardens, go to www.vegetablegardener.com/extras 
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{ Step 4} 


Pry and then plant 


After 10 days, you'll notice that the 
bales have cooled and started to 
slowly decompose. You can now 
plant directly into the straw bales, 
using a trowel to pry holes into the 
bale. Plant a variety of vegetables 
and herbs directly into the bales. 
Direct-sow the center hole with 
root crops, like carrots, beets, 
potatoes, or onions. 


{ Step 5} 


Keep moist, and reap 
the harvest 


Install a soaker hose or drip-irrigation 
system over the top of the straw-bale 
garden to make watering easier ance it 
is planted. Unless you're getting regular 
rainfall, water your straw-bale garden 
every day or two to keep the bales from 
drying out. At the end of the season, 
after you've harvested bushels of veg- 
gies, you'll have a wonderful pile of rich 
compost to spread around the garden. 
You could leave it in place to form the 
basis of next year's flower or vegetable 
garden, but | like to use the decomposed 
bales as mulch in my perennial beds 
and then start over in spring with a fresh 
batch of straw bales. 


straw-bale 
planting plan 


The possibilities really are endless when it 
comes to planting a straw-bale vegetable 
garden. But keep in mind that space is 
limited. So if you're interested in growing 
squash, plant a bush variety, like ‘Sun- 
burst’ patty pan or ‘Eight Ball’ zucchini. 
The same is true for any beans you may 
select. Instead of the typical climbing vari- 
eties, try the bushy dwarf options; these 
will still need some vining support but 

will stay more contained. Here’s a map of 
what I planted in my garden last year: 
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Amy Stewart, author of Wicked Plants and one of the cofounders of the blog GardenRant.com, Pe ae in Eureka, Cal 


ifornia. 
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These plants will flourish in conditions that make many gardeners cringe 


SOONER OR LATER, in the evolution of 
most landscapes, you will have to overcome 
the challenge of a dry-shade area. It's a com- 
bination brutal enough to make any gardener 
cringe, occurring most often under the shade 
of deciduous or evergreen trees, where roots 
compete for moisture and nutrients, the soil 
is shallow and poor, and sunlight is limited. 
Though these areas can be a real challenge 
to garden in, many plants can adapt to them 
under the right conditions. 

Plants in dry shade need to build a strong root 
system quickly. In areas with mild, wet winters, 
it is better to plant in fall to allow plants to be- 
come established over winter; in colder regions, 
early spring planting is best. Water new plants 
regularly until they become well established 
After that, depending on where you garden and 
your annual rainfal], these plants won't require 
consistent moisture to survive. 


Get more plant for the price 
Name: ‘Pink Octopus’ spreading bellflower 
(Campanula ‘Pink Octopus’) 

USDA Hardiness Zones: 5 to 9 

Size: 10 inches tall and 18 to 24 inches wide 
Shade tolerance: Partial shade 


| have a penchant for vigorous, spreading plants: For 
the price of one piant | can get tons more for free. 
Plus, plants that spread out are naturals for dry shade; 
the expanded network of root systems feeds the whole 
plant, helping it get the water it needs. 'Pink Octopus’ 
quickly forms wide mats of tall, deeply cut, light green 
foliage. Throughout spring, octopus-shaped, candy 
pink flowers float in a mass over the foliage, sporadi- 
cally appearing throughout summer. | use this plant 
as the horticultural equivalent of a slipcover to coat 
large areas of shade quickly, especially because it can 
handle the extremes of my Texas climate. This peren- 
nial is maintenance-free, other than keeping it from 
encroaching on less vigorous plants. 
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Dappled 
shade 


All shade is not 
created equal 


It's important to define shade 
terms because gardeners 
and garden books have their 
own definition. For the shade 
conditions in this article: 


Light shade refers to 
those areas that only receive 
a few hours of shade during 
the day and the rest of the 
day is full sun. Light shade is 
sunnier than partial shade. 


Dappled shade refers 
to areas under deciduous 
trees where the light peeks 
through for most of the day. 


Partial shade refers to 
areas that receive full sun early 
in the morning or late in the 
afternoon as the sun angles in 
under trees or isn't blocked 

by fences or buildings. 


Tradition never goes out of style 


Name: Spuria iris (irs cvs.) 


Full shade refers to 
areas that receive no direct 
sunlight all day. 


Zones: 4 to 9 
Size: 3 to 5 feet tall and 2 feet wide 
Shade tolerance: Full sun to partial shade 


This forgotten survivor of many traditional gardens is tough 
Partial ; oN enough to grow in full sun or partial shade. In early spring, 


shade F ‘ : 

f the graceful grasslike foliage is crowned with jewel-toned 

\ ~ flowers, which resemble the more common Dutch irises 

iN ae . (Zones 5-9). The foliage goes dormant in the heat of summer 

Ww if the soil becomes too dry and then reemerges in the cooler 

temperatures of fall. The foliage Is persistent through winter 
In warm zones, even while trees are dormant. Spuria iris 
comes in a plethora of color choices, and it makes an excel- 
lent long-lasting cut flower. Whether you purchase bare-root 


or divide existing plants, make sure to keep the roots moist 
at all times until replanted. 


Full shade 


continued on page 48 © 


Slugs, deer, and rabbits 
hate it, but you'll love it 
Name: Hairy bergenia (Bergenia 
ciliata) 

Zones: 5 to 8 

Size: 1 foot tall and 1 to 2 feet wide 
Shade tolerance: Dappled to 
partial shade 


This is the most drought-tolerant 
bergenia I’ve found and the only 
one that does well in Texas heat. 
The large, hairy, cnitter-resistant 
leaves do not resemble other mem- 
bers of this genus; they look more 
like hairy plates or giant African 
violet leaves —hence, it’s common 
name. Mature plants will send up 
10-inch-long stems of white to pale 
pink flowers from spring to early 
summer, but the real reason to grow 
this plant is its remarkable foliage. 

In cooler regions, hairy bergenia 
grows not only in the shade but 
also in full sun. It isn't particular 
about soil type or pH. Divide plants 
every three to five years to keep 
them vigorous. 


=> When you must water, water 
deeply. !f soils are compacted, It ] 
might be soaker hoses 
or to run overh | 
j 3 to give the | 
orb as much 
' 
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This fast 
grower is 
made for 

the shade 
Name: Chinese 
wild ginger (Asarum 
splendens) 

Zones: 5 to 9 

Size: 6 to 8 inches 
tall and 1 foot wide 
Shade tolerance: 
Dappled to full 
shade 


There are many 
species and varieties 
of wild ginger, but 
this vigorous, fast- 
growing, and beautiful species tops my list. Elongated, heart-shaped, dark 
green leaves look and feel as if they were made out of Naugahyde and 
splashed with metallic paint. The foliage shimmers when hit by a beam of light. 
It is evergreen to 10°F but will quickly reappear in the spring if it freezes. If you 
want to see the unique, 2-inch-wide, dark purple flowers, get on your hands 
and knees and look at the base of the plants. Though not particularly showy, 
they are interestingly attractive. 

Plants spread quickly by underground rhizomes, forming a thick mat of foliage 
that crowds out weeds. | recommend spacing them 10 to 12 inches apart and 
letting them fill in over the next few years. Plants are not picky about soil pH or 
type, but they do best in well-drained areas. 


Meet the camel! of the 

plant world 

Name: Fish-scale sedum (Sedum tetractinum) 
Zones: 4 to 8 

Size: 3 inches tall and 18 inches wide 

Shade tolerance: Full sun to partial shade 


Plant a succulent sedum in the shade? Yes. Ground- 
cover sedums do well in dry-shade areas, especially 
in places that have high summer heat. Shallow, dry 
soils are no problem for this plant, as it stores extra 
water in its foliage. Fish-scale sedum spreads by run- 
ners forming a mat of overlapping, rounded foliage. 
which resembles fish scales. Bright yellow flower 
spikes appear over the shiny foliage during summer, 
and the cooler weather of autumn transforms the 
evergreen foliage to reddish bronze. | tuck this plant 
between exposed roots of deciduous trees, where 
little else will grow. Make sure not to plant in moist 
or waterlogged soils as it will rot easily. Any piece of 
this plant will root to form a new colony, so it is easy 
to spread about the shade garden. 
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Turn on the spotlight 

Name: ‘Tasmanian Angel' variegated bear's breeches 
(Acanthus mollis ‘Tasmanian Angel’) 

Zones: 7 to 10 

Size: 3 feet tall and wide 

Shade tolerance: Partial to full shade 


The familiar bear's breeches gets a new look with the 
introduction of the first variegated variety: ‘Tasmanian 
Angel’. The bold foliage of this plant is now bordered ana 
splashed with bright white and hints of pink, guaranteed 
to grab attention in shady areas. The strikingly tall clumps 
of foliage produce even taller spikes of white and pink 
flowers in late summer. | recommend regular watering 

the first year after planting to get plants to full-size and 
rooted in. Once established, ‘Tasmanian Angel’ handles 
dry shade and competition from tree roots, but it thrives 
in moist soils. Cut ‘Tasmanian Angel’ back to the ground 
after the foliage collapses with the first hard frost. 


Want an 
easy way 

to fill in 
shady gaps? 
Name: Japanese 
yellow sage (Salvia 
koyamae) 

Zones: 6 to 10 
Size: 18 to 

24 inches tall 

and wide 


Shade tolerance: 


Partial to light shade 


At first glance, this 
Japanese woodland 
native does not look 
as if it belongs in a 
shade garden, but 

1 find its spreading 
foliage and light- 
colored flowers do 
wonderfully as a small 
ground cover in dry- 
shade areas. Creamy 
yellow flower spikes 
sporadically appear 
from summer to fall, 
but hand-size, hairy green leaves are another attraction of this plant. It contrasts 
well with so many other fine-textured shade perennials that the flowers can be 
considered just a bonus. Japanese yellow sage is not choosy about soil pH or 
type. The spreading stems root as they touch the ground, eventually forming 
large, wide clumps. You can easily transplant any piece of rooted stem to fill gaps 
in your shade garden. 
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Not even tough heat dims this 
bronze glow 

Name: ‘Sweet Tea’ heucherella (x Heucherella 
‘Sweet Tea’) 

Zones: 4 to 9 

Size: 12 to 18 inches tall and 28 inches wide 
Shade tolerance: Partial to full shade 


Anyone who gardens in the shade is familiar with 
heucherella. ‘Sweet Tea’ was bred using Heuchera 
villosa, a native of the eastern United States, as 
one of its parents, which has added enough resis- 
tance to heat, drought, and humidity to make it 
able to handle even the extreme climate of Texas. 
‘Sweet Tea’ has large, stained, orange-bronze 
leaves with dark burgundy veins and short spikes 
of small white flowers that appear in early spring. 
Its brightly colored foliage, however, is the main 
reason to have this plant. Give it well-drained soil, 
and lift and divide it every couple of years. 


Why not go big 
and tall? 


Name: Dixie wood fern 
(Oryopteris x australis) 
Zones: 5 to 9 

Size: 3 to 4 feet tall and 

2 feet wide 

Shade tolerance: Partial to 
full shade 


Thanks to the miracle of 
tissue culture, this southern 
native, a naturally occurring 
hybrid of Dryoptens celsa 

and D. ludoviciana, is finally 
available to gardeners every- 
where. This big, bold fern has 
glossy, dark green leaves that 
shoot straight up. Looking 
like a southern wood fern 

(D. ludoviciana, Zones 5-9) on 
steroids, this fern is a natural 
for backdrops in shade beds. 
{n warm climates, the foliage 
is semievergreen, but | recom- 
mend removing any ragged 
leaves in early spring as the 
new fiddleheads emerge. 
Although this tough, adaptable 
fern will grow well in full sun 
with moist soils, it also easily 
handles dry-shade sites. 


=~ 
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SOURCES 


The following mail- 
order plant sellers 
offer the widest 
selection of the 
perennials featured: 


Forestfarm, Williams, 
Ore.; 541-846-7269; 
www.forestfarm.com 


Lazy S'S Farm 
Nursery, 2360 Spots- 
wood Trail, Barbours- 
ville, Va., 22923; 
www.lazyssfarm.com 


Plant Delights 
Nursery, Raleigh. 
— ____* N.C.; 919-772- 


c ; ks 4794; www.plant 
Jimmy Tumer is senior director of gardens at the Dallas Arboretum in Dallas, Texas. delights.com 


www.finegardening.cam | June 2010 


eS LE ae 


Carefree 


Celebration™ 
4 gy NX 


Give 


your roses 


tougn 


lOve 


Coddling them won't get you the natural, 


beautiful, low-care shrubs you want 
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by Paul Zimmerman 


MENTION THE WORD “ROSE” and most gar- 
deners instantly think of fussy plants needing 
constant coddling, chemical treatments, and a 
completely separate area of the garden. If you 
like the formal separation and high mainte- 
nance, great. But | like to mix roses throughout 
my garden beds and leave them alone to mingle 
with other plants. | know it’s a shock to say it, 
but a rose is just a shrub with flowers on it and 
doesn’t need pampering to be pretty. It is important, 
however, to select the right kind of rose for your gar- 
den. Roses are bred for two distinct uses: for the garden 
or for the cut-flower industry. Roses for the latter are 
meant to be grown in climate-controlled greenhouses, 
where disease pressures are limited; if you try to grow 
them any other way, you'll be frustrated. So what you 
want are garden roses. They are bred to be grown out- 
doors among your other plants. There are thousands of 
beautiful and easy-to-grow varieties available. By plant- 
ing the right rose in healthy, living soil, you can have 
gorgeous blooms and can eliminate tedious special tend- 
ing treatment. Who knew roses could be so simple? 


SOIL IMPROVEMENT IS WORTH YOUR TIME: 
WATERING ISN'T 
Caring for roses naturally isn’t difficult. It's about com- 
bining a few simple elements to create a naturally healthy 
environment. The most important part is the soil. Roses, 
like all plants, thrive in living soil because of the symbio- 
sis between the plant and beneficial mycorrhizae. This 
fungal relationship acts like extensions to the plant roots, 
drawing in water and nutrients for the host. To create liv- 
ing soil, add organic material to new beds and top with 
mulch or compost. For existing beds, simply top them 
with compost or mulch and do not disturb the existing 
soil or remove old mulch. Sustaining a living-soil environ- 
ment is also simple. Just continue to add an inch or two 
of organic matter, like compost or mulch, on top every 
year in late winter or early spring when you prune. | also 
often apply another layer in summer. Never rake out old 
mulch; let it decompose, and put the new stuff right 
over it. | recommend using a hardwood mulch for roses 
because I've found that it also helps suppress diseases. 
The less-is-more approach also applies to watering. 
Roses watered less push their roots deeper, helping 


to keep your roses care-free 


Your roses' natural defenses can be strengthened with just a little boost from you. These simple 
practices will encourage your plants to be more drought tolerant and disease resistant. 


__1. Keep beneficial fungi on the 
leaves. Refrain from using synthetic 
fungicides that kill the good fungi 
along with the bad. 


2. Add 1 to 2 inches of new 
mulch every year. The best 
time to apply a fresh layer is 
in late winter or early spring 
when you also plan to prune 
your roses. 


3. Allow beneficial mycorrhizae 
to establish. This fungal rela- 
tionship acts as beneficial root 
extensions that actually bring 
water to the plants. Encourage 
this by layering new organic mat- 
ter on top of the old layer, rather 
than working it into the soil. 


~——.4. Water deeply but infrequently. 
This encourages deep root sys- 
tems to develop, which help roses 
withstand periods without water. 


How to kick the chemical habit = 

The best way to quit using synthetic the absence of chemicals and for their condition. These products reduce the 

fungicides and pesticides is to quit natural defenses to begin to work fully. problematic pests and diseases while 

cold turkey. When you decide to stop You might see a short-term decline in sparing the beneficial insects and the 

coddling your roses, dispose of all your roses, so remember the goal: long- _— plants’ natural defense systems. 

your unused chemicals responsibly term health. If you can't tolerate them For proper chemical disposal, 

and give your roses time to adapt. temporarily looking sad, | recommend contact your county's solid-waste 

Keep in mind that it could take your using a naturally derived oil, soap, or department, call 800-CLEANUP or 
— a full season to recover from spray designed to treat the specific visit www.epa.gov. 

ee: 

protect them against weather and moisture fluctua- soil, and the mycorrhizae in our living soil help bring 
tions. I water my roses during the first year to get them water to the plant. 
established and then I stop. The roses in my home I'm not saying everyone will be able to go completely 
garden have not been watered in more than eight years, _ without watering, particularly those with sandy soils 
and at the nursery, we stopped outside irrigation two or who live in areas with little rainfall. Here's a simple 
years ago—except when we are taking cuttings. During test: Cut off all irrigation, noting the day. Watch your 
the last two years, we've had a record drought, and my roses—when they begin to droop, you've waited one 
roses have gone as long as two months without water. day too long. Count back to when you last watered and 
They survived because their roots are deep into the you'll know how often you need to water. Over time, 


For videos on planting and pruning roses, go to www. finegardening.com/extras 


stunning & strong 


GARDEN ROSES 


‘Too Cute’ rose -; 
(Rosa ‘Too Cute’, USDA 
Hardiness Zones 5~9) 


Enjoy full pink blooms on 
compact growth all season 
long. It's disease resistant 
and will tolerate a shady 
location in your garden. 


‘American Pillar’ rose -: 
(Rosa ‘American Pillar’, 
Zones 5-9) 


This is a classic rose with 
large hot pink to red blooms 
with a white center. At up to 
20 feet tall, it's a stunning 
giant climber, which makes 
a great lush, glossy back- 
drop for other plantings. 


‘Fair Eva' rose -; 
(Rosa ‘Fair Eva’, 
Zones 5-9) 


A lovely yet sturdy little 
rose, it always has a flush 

of booms— plus, it's disease 
resistant. Add it to hanging 
baskets, or allow it to sprawl 
on the ground. 


‘Purezza’ rose -; 
(Rosa *Purezza’, 
Zones 7-9) 


White blooms cover this 
thornless climber. It’s perfect 
for an arbor, for a low fence, 
or as a standing shrub. 


‘White Pearl in 
Red Dragon's 
Mouth’ rose -; 
(Rosa ‘White Pearl in 
Red Dragon's Mouth’, 
Zones 7-9) 


Small and showy, this rose 

is rarely without flowers dur- 
ing the growing season. It's 
great for containers, for mass 
plantings, or as a low hedge. 
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you will need to water even less because your roses will 
continue to push their roots deeper into the soil. 


CUT OFF THE CHEMICALS 

Like an antibiotic you take for an infection, most 
synthetic fertilizers, insecticides, and fungicides are 
quick-fix solutions and do little to promote your roses’ 
long-term ability to take care of themselves: in fact, 
they actually weaken a rose's own defenses. Roses, like 
many plants, have beneficial fungi on their leaves to 
help them combat disease. Synthetic fungicides do not 
discriminate between beneficial and harmful fungi. 
When synthetic fungicides are used repeatedly, the 
beneficial fungi are reduced and can become ineffec- 
tive. If that happens, roses become completely depen- 
dent on synthetic fungicides. 

Natural alternatives, like Peter Beales Good Health 
Roses program, promote your plants’ immune systems, 
helping them ward off disease on their own over a 
long period of time. These natural defenses are par- 
ticularly important when you take into account that 
diseases continually mutate to become resistant to 
synthetic chemicals; this is not as likely with nature's 
own defenses. 

There is a growing consensus that good garden roses 
grown naturally will, over time, become more immune 
to diseases. If you have children, you know what | 
mean. When your children are young, they catch 
every cold and flu around. Being exposed to the various 
strains makes them eventually more immune. In my 
experience, it’s the same with roses. 

Learn to live with some damage to your roses. Very 
little in nature is perfect, so why should roses have to 
be? I live with some insect damage or the occasional 
minor outbreak of black spot every now and then. To 
me, it's just part of gardening and a minor trade-off for 
all the butterflies, honeybees, and songbirds the plants 
attract. Even the best-laid plans can go awry, however, 
so if a severe outbreak occurs, action may be required 
There are plenty of effective natural products on the 
market. In the long run, you will be rewarded with 
naturally beautiful, environmentally friendly roses that 
need less care. Who knows? You might actually have 
time to stop and smell them. ow 


Paul Zimmerman, owner of Paul Zimmerman Roses in 
Landnon, South Carolina, practices what he preaches by 


growing thousands of roses naturally, 


“Goldman's Italian 
sAmerican’ 
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I'VE BEEN GROWING TOMATOES for—yikes!— 
almost 40 years. This is no casual acquaintance. We're 
talking true intimacy here, so I have a strong bias toward 
these fleshy, luscious, savory fruits. The most delicious 
tomatoes of all are heirlooms, usually ripened on indeter- 
minate vines in full sun. Heirloom tomatoes, like ‘Gold- 
man's Italian American’ (photo, p. 55), have become the 
backbone of my garden—and gardens across the country— 
because they taste so damn good and are so versatile in 


LOmato Varieties 


Offers more than just 
good looks 
Name: '‘Casady's Folly’ S 


Plant habit: 
Determinate 


Yield: Good 

Maturity: 66 to 

80 days 

Uses: For slicing; makes 
a delicious dark sauce 


eee Tasty tidbit: This variety is psychedelic (like a 
vegetable version of a Jimi Hendrix poster) with wavy zigzag 
stripes on the outside and excellent flavor on the inside. 
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cooking. With so many people returning to vegetable 
gardening and newbies just starting out, there’s a hun- 
ger among these gardeners for natural beauty and flavor, 
which the industrial-strength, store-bought tomato simp) 
can't satisfy. 

There are many definitions of “heirloom tomato.” Here’s 
mine: a tomato of value that breeds true from seed (pro- 
duces offspring like the parent) and can, therefore, be 
handed down to the next generation. Many are oldies but 


A sauce tomato like 
no other 


Name: ‘Goldman's Italian 
American’ 


Plant habit: Indeterminate 
Yield: High 
Maturity: 66 to 80 days 


Uses: Multipurpose 
but particularly great for 
tomato sauce 


eee Tasty tidbit: This 
voluptuous, rich red tomato 
(unripe fruit, pictured) makes 
the creamiest sauce imagin- 
able. | named ‘Goldman's 
Italian American’ for my 
father's Brooklyn grocery 
store. It went gangbusters in 
the extreme Northeast rains 
of last year, producing buck- 
ets of 1-pound fruit. 


Small, sweet, and wildly prolific 

Name: ‘Sara’s Galapagos’ 

Plant habit: Indeterminate 

Yield: High 

N Maturity: 45 to 50 days 

‘ Uses: Fresh eating, for garnish, and 

\ excellent in preserves 

| eee Tasty tidbit: With tremendous flavor 

| and monumental output, this tomato wins 

] the prize for being the most prolific and 

y crack resistant. Be forewarned -— this plant 

_ spreads vigorously and is often mistaken 
for a weedy tangle. Found in the Galapa- 


gos Islands and named for my daughter, 
this tomato is well worth the garden space 


_gzoodies and some are of a more recent vintage, but all People often ask me, “What's your favorite tomato?” | 


of them are keepers, worth preserving. Most modern usually balk at that question because I’ve got 200 favorites. 
Inybrids, by contrast, are notorious for their unyielding But I consider what follows to be a representative sample 
flesh and blandness. Even more worrisome to me, however, _ of the most beautiful, delicious, and unusual tomatoes in 
irs that the saved seeds don't “come true.” Some people my garden—and in the world, for that matter. Most have 
think that heirloom tomatoes are a rarefied commodity excellent flavor and table quality, but taste isn't always 
only for gourmet foodies, but that's just not so. The heir- the most important criterion for judging a tomato. Many 
Iloom tomato is the people's tomato, bred by amateurs, tomatoes rated as only fair in flavor will grow in adverse 
ffarmers, and gardeners—and designed to be homegrown. conditions where fine-flavored tomatoes wouldn't prosper. 


Easy to grow but hard to stop eating 
Name: ‘Blondkopfchen' (BLOND-kawpft-chen) 
Plant habit: Indeterminate 

Yield: High 

Maturity: 51 to 65 days 


Uses: Multipurpose but especially great in salsa; 
can also be used ornamentally 


see Tasty tidbit: This is an excellent yellow baby plum 
tomato borne on huge sprays. Growing multiflora toma- 
toes (those that produce large, multibranched clusters 

of small flowers), like these, is effortless and rewarding. 


A tough- 
as-nails tomato 
Name: ‘Bison’ 


Plant habit: 
Determinate 


Yield: High 
Maturity: 45 to 
50 days 


Uses: Multipurpose 
but is best for short- 
season areas 


eee Tasty tidbit: 
This variety thrives in 
adversity of all kinds, 
from drought to 
floods to high winds 
to extreme tempera- 
ture fluctuations. It 
sets copious amounts 
of fruit early. Even 
though the flavor isn’t 
the best (low acid 
and sugar), it can be 
improved by a sprin- 
kle of salt or sugar. 
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GROWING 


Retrofit your 
tomato cages 


Providing upright supports 
for tomato plants will 
increase air circulation 
and sun exposure, prevent 
disease and insect damage, 
and lead to earlier and 
higher yields. | like to give 
the cages added support by 
reinforcing them with two 
pine furring strips (slats of 
wood that measure 5 feet 
long and 2 inches wide and 
1 inch thick). These are 
driven into the ground with a 
sledgehammer and secured 
on either side of the cage 
with wire ties. | write the 
plant name on each furring 
strip at eye level to make it 
easy to identify later. 

| recommend buying 
metal tomato cages that 
are sturdy, at least 5 feet 
tall, and have four rungs. 


Give ‘em room 


The keys to my success with 
tomatoes are mulch and 
space. | use a black fabric 
mulch and top it with a layer 
of sterile straw; this helps 
keep moisture in and weeds 
out. | also abide by strict 
spacing in my beds: 5 feet 
between plants in a row and 
7 feet between rows; this 
ensures proper airflow and 
robust harvests. 


If you only grow one 
variety, this is it 
Name: 'Flamme’ 

Plant habit: Indeterminate 
Yield: High 

Maturity: 51 to 65 days 


Uses: Multipurpose — for 
anything from eating right off 
the vine to cooking with eggs 
for breakfast 


eee Tasty tidbit: No list of 
favorites is complete without 
‘Flamme’. It has an excellent 
germination rate from seed 
(100 percent within six days), 
and the fruit is endowed with 
beauty and intense flavor. It 
gets my highest accolade: It 
reminds me of apricots. 


Pretty, pink, and perfect for roasting , Lq : Vary 
Name: ‘Thai Pink’ (also ‘Thai Pink Egg’) A 

Plant habit: Determinate { | 
Yield: High \ 7 


Maturity: 66 to 80 days 
Uses: Thai cooking or ornamental 


eee Tasty tidbit: This is one of the most interesting tomato varieties. The 
flavor can be acidic, but the color—ripening from an egg white to a grayish 
rose—is extraordinary. This one should be grown for its looks alone. 


Behemoth fruit 
that are worth 
the wait 


Name: ‘Sudduth’s 
Brandywine’ 


Plant habit: Indeterminate 
Yield: Low 
Maturity: 66 to 80 days 


Uses: Fresh eating and 

for juicing 

eee Tasty tidbit: This tomato 
has a rich flavor and a rich 
history. These pink globes 
have grabbed the limelight 
like no other for their meaty 
juiciness. Fruit often approach 
2 pounds each. It is not the 
same as the original ‘Brandy- 
wine’ introduced in 1889 

but, rather, a family heirloom 
from Tennessee. 


&D For videos on planting and pruning tomatoes, go to www.vegetablegardener.com/extras 


An unexpected color and an unbeatable flavor 


Name: ‘Aunt Ruby's German Green’ 
Plant habit: Indeterminate 

Yield: Low 

Maturity: 51 to 65 days 


Uses: Fresh eating 


see Tasty tidbit: This tomato has a finely balanced flavor: soft, melting, 

and custardy. Ruby Arnold ate these green-when-ripe tomatoes well into her 
90s, which may have been a key to her longevity. Fruit are usually well over 
1 pound apiece and are overripe when amber in color. 


Tastes like a plum—without the pit 


Name: ‘Biack Cherry’ 
Plant habit: Indeterminate 
Yield: High 

Maturity: 45 to 50 days 


Uses: Fresh eating, for garnish, and great in focaccia bread 


see Tasty tidbit: There aren't enough superlatives to 
describe the flavor of this maroon cherry tomato. It's fruity 
and surprisingly sweet, like plums or cherries. 


Amy Goldman grows hundreds of luscious tomatoes in Rhinebeck, New York, and is the 
author of The Heirloom Tomato: From Garden to Table. 


Oven-roasted 
tomatoes 


This quick-and-easy recipe is the 
perfect way to enjoy your plum 


tomatoes in something other than 
sauce. Once they are taken out of 
the oven and cooled, pair them with 
a piece of crusty Italian bread and 


a slice of mozzarella. 
Yield: 20 tomato halves 


10 small to medium-size 
plum tomatoes 


2 Tbs. garlic-infused olive oil 


1 tsp. salt 


1 tsp. freshly ground black pepper 


2 Tbs. chopped fresh thyme 


Heat oven to 300°F. Cut the toma- 
toes in half, and put them, skin side 


down, on a rimmed baking sheet. 
Drizzle with olive oil, and seasan 
with salt and pepper. Sprinkle 


thyme over the top. 


Roast until the tomatoes have 
wilted and shrunk by half. This 


should take 2 to 3 hours depending 


on the size of your tomatoes. 


SOURCES 


The following mail-order seed com- 
panies offer the widest selection of 


the heirloom tomatoes featured: 


Baker Creek Heirloom Seeds, 
Mansfield, Mo.; 417-924-8917; 
Wwww.rareseeds.com 


Sand Hill Preservation Center, 


Calamus. lowa; 563-246-2299; 
www.sandhillpreservation.com 


Seed Savers Exchange, 
Decorah, lowa; 563-382-5990: 
www.seedsavers.org 
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The winners of our 2009 
Container Challenge provided 
plenty of hot and cool designs 


by Michelle Gervais 


FOR THE 2009 Container Challenge, 
we asked our readers to create a con- 
tainer design based on a theme of either 
ice or fire. The idea was to show that 
plantings can actually change not only 
the look but also the feel of a space. A 
collection of silver plants, for example, 
can make a patio seem cool and calm- 
ing, while an explosion of hot colors / 
can turn up the heat and excitement. 
The winner and finalists featured here 
successfully demonstrated this theory. 
Thanks to all who entered. The readers 
of Fine Gardening continue to astound 


and impress us. 
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< Going up 
in flames 


TODD HOLLOWAY, 
Vancouver, British Columbia 


We chose this design for 
our winner because it's 
tastefully flashy, evoca- 
tive, and simply stunning. 
Tropicanna® canna is a 
no-brainer for a hot con- 
tainer: Its flame-shaped, 
orange- and red-striped 
leaves and hot tangerine 
blooms are a blaze of fire. 
The leaves of ‘Sky Fire’ 
coleus are just as hot, 
while the deep red mass 
of the sweet potato vine 
is the perfect choice to 
add some weight to the 
combo. The creamy tips 
of the plectranthus leaves 
can be seen as either a 
cooling influence or a 
white-hot accent. Con- 
gratulations, Todd! 


1. Tropicanna® canna 
(Canna indica ‘Phasion’, 
USDA Hardiness 
Zones 8-11) 


2. ‘Sky Fire’ coleus 
(Solenostemon scutellari- 
cides ‘Sky Fire’, Zone 11) 


3. Leatherleaf sedge 
(Carex buchananii, 
Zones 6-9) 


4. ‘Lemon Twist’ plectran- 
thus (Plectranthus ‘Lemon 
Twist’, Zones 10-11) 


5, 'Blackie’ sweet potato 
vine (/pomoea batatas 
‘Blackie’, Zone 11) 
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Icy plants can take the heat 
SHEILA SCHULTZ, Denver, Colorado 


Metallic containers can look cold or hot, 
depending on how you use them. Sheila 
turned down the thermostat in this 
bronzed container, using cool silver suc- 
culents and a deep black aeonium peeking 
through the middle like a cold black hole 
in outer space. These tough succulents, 
ironically, thrive in the heat. 


1 


2 Nea 


. ‘Touch of Class’ Jacob's 


ladder (Polemonium 
reptans ‘Touch of Class’, 
Zones 3-8) 


. ‘Icicles’ helichrysum 


(Helichrysum thianschani- 
cum ‘Icicles', Zones 10-11) 


. ‘Cape Blanco’ sedum 


(Sedum spathulifolium 
‘Cape Blanco’, Zones 5-9) 


. ‘Zwartkop’ aeonium 


(Aeonium arboreum 
‘Zwartkop', Zones 9-11) 


‘Tricolor’ sedum 
(Sedum spurium ‘Tricolor’, 
Zones 4-9) 


continued on page 62 © 
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It wasn't easy picking a winner. To see some of aur favorite entries, go to www.finegardening.com/extras 


Pair a pot 
with its setting 


KAT WHITE, San Luis 
Obispo, California 

Kat not only created a 
gently smoldering plant- 
ing but also made sure it 
coordinated perfectly with 
its backdrop. The strong 
color contrasts, along with 
the heuchera that matches 
the wall behind the combo, 
make for an electric scene 


1. ‘Royal Purple’ smoke 
bush (Cotinus coggygria 
‘Royal Purple’, Zones 5-9) 


2. Festival Grass™ 
cordyline (Cordyline 
‘Jurred’, Zones 9-11) 


3. ‘Southern Comfort’ 
heuchera (Heuchera 
‘Southern Comfort’, 
Zones 4-8) 


4. ‘Henna’ coleus 
(Solenostemon scutellari- 
oides ‘Henna’, Zone 11) 


5. 'Profusion Fire’ zinnia 
(Zinnia ‘Profusion Fire’, 
annual) 

6. ‘Blackie’ sweet potato 


vine (Ipomoea baiatas 
‘Blackie’, Zone 11) 


Muscle-car colors 
MOIRA McQUARRIE, Hanson, Massachusetts 
Moira entered both fire- and ice-themed containers, and when we looked at her photos, we were impressed that she had 


coordinated her designs with a couple of her husband's vintage cars: an orange crush pearl 1969 Mustang Mach I and a 
royal turquoise 1966 Chrysler 300. We couldn't decide which we liked better, so they both made the cut. 


1. Tropicanna® canna (Canna indica 'Phasion’, 
Zones 8-11) 


2. ‘Indian Dunes' geranium (Pelargonium ‘Indian 
Dunes’, annual) 


3. ‘Dancing Flame’ salvia (Salvia vanhouttei 
‘Dancing Flame’, Zones 9-11) 

4. Bonfire® begonia (Begonia boliviensis ‘Bonfire’, 
annual) 


5. ‘Gold Lace’ coleus (Solenostemon scutellari- 
oides ‘Gold Lace’, Zone 11) 


6. ‘Kingwood Torch' coleus (Solenostemon scutel- 
larioides ‘Kingwood Torch’, Zone 11) 


7. Trailing abutilon (Abutilon 
megapotamicum, Zones 8-10) 


8. ‘Gartenmeister Bonstedt’ fuchsia (Fuchsia 
‘Gartenmeister Bonstedt', Zones 9-10) 


. Silver sage (Salvia argentea, Zones 5-8) 


1 
2. 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 


‘Shorty’ euphorbia (Euphorbia ‘Shorty’, Zones 7-10) 

. African mask (A/ocasia x amazonica, Zone 11) 

. Persian shield (Strobilanthes dyerianus, Zones 9-11) 

. ‘Silver Falls’ dichondra (Dichondra argentea ‘Silver Falls’, Zones 10-11) 


. Silver plectranthus (Plectranthus argentatus, Zones 10-11) 


_ Snake plant (Sansevieria trifasciata cv., Zone 11) 


continued on page 64 = 


Container challenge 


Neat and tidy 


HEATHER GEISER, 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

We like the tight, defined nature of this 
warm combo. The plants have clear 
boundaries but blend together seamlessly. 
Crocosmia is always a hot commodity 

in a container, and this orange cultivar 
sizzles with its rosy red and creamy 
yellow neighbors. 


1. ‘Bright Eyes’ crocosmia (Crocosmia 
‘Bright Eyes’, Zones 6-9) 

2. ‘Tricolor’ St. John's wort (Hypericum x 
moserianum ‘Tricolor’, Zones 7-9) 


3. Painted Paradise™ Pink Improved New 
Guinea impatiens (impatiens Painted 
Paradise™ Pink |mproved, annual) 


4. ‘New Look’ cockscomb (Celosia argentea 
‘New Look’, annual) 


5. Rapunzel® Red verbena (Verbena x 
hybrida Rapunzel” Red, annual) 


6. ‘Rumba Fire’ geranium (Pelargonium 
‘Rumba Fire’, annual) 


Michelle Gervais is an associate editor. 
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Icy in looks and name 
MICHAEL LEONARD, Pismo Beach, California 


We love how Michael chose plants with 
icy looks and icy names. Even his pot 
looks like it just came out of the freezer. 
This frosty combo is just the right blend 
of blues, grays, and silvers. 


To learn about this 
year’s challenge, 
go to page 16. 


. lcee Blue? 


podocarpus 
(Podocarpus elon- 
gatus ‘Monmal’, 
Zones 9-11) 


. Diamond Frost® 


euphorbia 
(Euphorbia 
‘Inneuphdia’, 
Zones 10-11) 


. ‘Glacier Blue’ 


euphorbia 
(Euphorbia chara- 
cias ‘Glacier Blue’, 
Zones 7-10) 


. ‘Jade Frost’ sea 


holly (Eryngium 
planum ‘Jade Frost’, 
Zones 5~9) 


. ‘Silver Falls’ 


dichondra 
(Dichondra argentea 
‘Silver Falls’, 

Zones 10-11) 


. ‘Frosted Curls’ 


sedge (Carex 
‘Frosted Curls’, 
Zones 7-9) 


Yes, you can 
row lavender 


Select the right variety 
for your climate, and 
this plant will shed its 
finicky reputation 


by Jim Becker 


LAVENDERS HAVE ALWAYS BEEN, 
without a doubt, the most requested 
plants at our nursery. At times, their 
popularity seems downright trendy, but 
plants that have been desired by garden- 
ers for thousands of years obviously have 
some enduring and appealing traits. 

We love the way lavenders smell and 
the constant hum and flutter of polli- 
nating insects that they attract to our 
gardens. The evergreen, often silvery, 
foliage adds year-round appeal, while 
the splashes of flowers beckon us down 
summer pathways. They love full sun, 
deer don't nibble on them, and they 
thrive without much water. 

So why do some people think they 
can’t grow lavenders? Of the most 
popular varieties of lavender—English, 


Lavandin 
Name: Lavandula = intermedia cvs. 
USDA Hardiness Zones: 5 to 8 


Size: | to 3 feet tall and 3 to 5 feet wide 
Bloom time: Mid- to late summer 
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to keep 
fungus at bay 


One of the biggest mistakes that 
you can make with your laven- 
ders Is not providing them with 
proper drainage and air clircula- 
tion. Failure to do so can lead 

to big problems with lavenders, 
especially fungal diseases. Follow 
these simple steps to start your 
lavenders off on the right foot. 


« 


AMEND YOUR SOIL 

Adding inorganic particulates, like 
chicken grit, to your soil allows 
for excellent soil drainage. If your 
region receives large amounts of 
rain, you can provide extra drain- 
age by planting in mounds or 
raised beds. 


vi 2 
MULCH WITH SAND 
Avoid moisture-holding organic 
mulches that create perfect 
conditions for fungus. As an 
extra precaution, provide good 
air circulation by not planting 
lavenders too close together. 
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Spanish, French, and lavandin (lavender 
hybrids)—each has unique qualities that 
make it well suited for certain areas. With 
proper planning, almost all gardeners can 
find a lavender variety that will produce 
great results in their climate. 


DO YOU HAVE DRY SUMMERS? 
Growing lavenders is easiest in areas with 
dry summers—an environment similar 

to their native home in the Mediterranean 
which lacks the consistently moist air 
that defines humid regions (a difficult 
problem for fungus-prone lavender); it’s 
even better if you also have warm winters. 
The combination of dry summers and 


J 


French lavender 
Name: Lavandula dentata 
and cvs. 

Zones: 9 to 1] 

Size: Up to 4 feet tall 
and 5 feet wide 

Bloom time: Midsummer 
to fall 


Name: Lavandula 
angustifolia and cvs. 


Zones: 5 to 8 


Size: | to 3 feet tall 
and 2 to 4 feet wide 


Bloom time: Mid- to 
late summer 


warm winters gives lavender enthusiasts 
the opportunity to try most species 

and cultivars. Some places, however, 
receive large amounts of winter rainfall 
and need to have excellent soil drainage 
for success. Gardeners in these areas 

may want to try lavenders adapted for 
humid summers and warm winters— 
varieties that are more resistant to fungal 
disease and root rot. 

Regions with dry summers and cold 
winters are more limited in the varieties 
of lavender that can be grown. English 
lavenders and lavandins are good options 
here. Provide them with well-drained 
soil and good air circulation for the best 


English lavender 


ese r 


results. For regions colder than Zone 5, 


grow lavenders in containers and move 
them indoors before winter, or insulate 
around inground plantings with fabric 
or evergreen boughs. 


WHAT ABOUT HUMID SUMMERS? 

If your summers are humid—so sticky 
that lavenders stay consistently damp— 
then you have to be more selective 
about choosing and caring for your plants. 
High humidity, combined with summer 
rain and heat, is the biggest hindrance 
to growing most lavenders. Fortunately, 
warm winters give gardeners the option 
of growing humidity-tolerant French 
lavenders, French lavender hybrids, and 
Spanish lavenders. If you'd like to try 
English lavenders and lavandins (which 
are more susceptible to fungal diseases), 
success depends on good air circulation 
and soil drainage. 


{f you have humid summers and cold 
winters, this narrows your selection even 
further. Areas with the winter tempera- 
tures of Zone 8 or cooler can try the hardy 
French lavender cultivar ‘Goodwin Creek 
Grey' (Lavandula ‘Goodwin Creek Grey’, 
Zones 7-11) and Spanish lavenders. 
English lavenders and lavandins are also 
possibilities—but, again, soil drainage and 
air circulation must be excellent; even 
then, the success and life span of these 
plants might be limited. Areas colder than 
Zone 5 may be too cold to grow lavenders 
in the ground, but you can test the slightly 
hardier English lavenders if they're planted 
in a sheltered location with winter protec- 
tion or planted in containers to be moved 
inside when the temperatures drop. ow 


Jim Becker is co-owner and operator of Goodwin 
Creek Gardens in Williams, Oregon. 


Spanish lavender 
Name: Lavandula stoechas 
and cvs. 

Zones: 8 to 9 

Size: 2 feet tall and wide 


Bloom time: Late spring to summer 


) LAVENDER 
CARE: 
Keep it simple 


FOOD: Lavenders pre- 
fer fertilizer with a nearly 
) equal blend of N-P-K 
)  (nitrogen-phosphorus- 
potassium). Try a mix of 
) 2 parts chicken manure, 
' which has antifungal 
properties, and 1 part 
kelp meal. 


for dry areas and xeri- 
scaping, lavenders only 
need regular watering 
until their roots settle 
in. After the first year 
or two, they need little 
water. Be careful with 
overhead watering 
because wet foliage, 
especially in humid 
areas, can encourage 
fungal diseases. 


} 
' WATER: Great plants 
} 


SOURCES 


The following mail-order 
plant sellers offer the 
widest selection of the 
lavenders featured: 


Goodwin Creek Gardens, 
Williams, Ore.; 800-846- 
7359; www.goodwincreek 
gardens.com 


Pantry Garden Herbs, 
Cleveland, Mo.; 877-572- 
4142; www.pantrygarden 
herbs.com 


Sandy Mush Herb Nursery, 
Leicester, N.C.; 828-683- 
2014; www.sandymush 
herbs.com 
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by Darcy Daniels 


made simple 


Your ideal outdoor living space is only three steps away 


Make choices that suit 
your space. For large 
spaces, a water feature 
and plenty of plants (left) 
can make a great back- 
drop. If you have a small 
space that requires some 
added privacy, however, 
an artistic free-floating 
screen (facing page) or an 
artfully decorated fence 
(top) hald their own. 
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ON THE HOTTEST DAYS of summer, my husband and 1 
gravitate to a pair of comfortably worn Adirondack chairs in 


our secret garden—a cozy backyard spot under the shelter 
of two linden trees (top photo, facing page). What draws us 
into that part of the garden? What makes one seating area 
more inviting than another? 

People are drawn to and congregate in the open spaces of 
a garden. As the designer, you decide where to place these 
areas and how to furnish them; think of the design as a road 
map laid out for visitors: Come this way. Have a seat. Relax. 

By thinking about how the different parts of your garden 
and the seating areas will be used and by how many people, 
including how they'll be furnished, you'll be able to create 


living areas that work for you over time. Whether you are 
starting from scratch, have inherited a square slab of concrete 
next to the back of your house, or are starting over with seat- 
ing areas that got plunked here and there in the leftover bits 
of your garden, the result will be a useful, inviting space that 
functions as an outdoor extension of your home. 


SET BOUNDARIES TO DEFINE YOUR SEATING AREA 

The size and amount of privacy provided in an outdoor 
seating area signals how a space will ultimately be used: 
Keep it small and intimate for a secluded retreat, or go large 
and open for social affairs. Boundaries are what establish 
this framework for your seating area. Space permitting, 
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you'll want to have large- and small-scale seating areas 
because the odds are that you'll find uses for both. 

One of the easiest and most cost-effective methods of 
establishing boundaries is to take advantage of existing 
structures, such as your home or garage, to define the 
perimeters of a seating arca You can also create boundaries 
using plants or built elements, such as fences, arbors, trel- 
lises, or screens. 

For large properties, you can employ a number of bound- 
aries. In small spaces, however, you'll only be able to choose 
one or two to implement, so they'll need to pull their 
weight. Make them aesthetically pleasing and functional. 
For especially small seating areas, try freestanding screens or 
trellises that take up little room (photo, p. 69). Boundaries 
are necessary not only for establishing the size and purpose 
of a space but also for hiding unwanted views, framing 
desirable views, and adding character to a space. 

For those living on lots adjoining tall neighboring homes, 
boundaries can provide privacy from above. You can easily 
do so by adding a strategically placed umbrella. For a more 
permanent, inviting means of privacy, try a pergola that can 
later be draped with vines. A few purposely placed trees or 
large shrubs will also do the job once they've matured a bit. 
In addition, the overhead canopy provided by a tree or per- 
gola can work to bring a seating area down to a comfort- 
able scale. Wait, however, until after you've installed your 
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hardscaping (including the next step, flooring) to incorpo- 
rate these planted boundaries. 


CHOOSE FLOORING TO SUIT YOUR SPACE AND BUDGET 
Once you've decided on a size and the general boundaries 
for your seating area, you're ready to install hardscaping, 
including one of the most important elements: flooring. 
When selecting materials for the floor of a seating arca, 
there are many options to choose from, including stone, brick, 
pavers, concrete, and gravel. In terms of making your selec- 
tions, let the intended use and your budget be your guides. 
When setting a budget for materials, | encourage clients to 
put their hardscaping dollars into their most lived-in areas. 
I'm a fan of using stone whenever possible because it feels 
natural and, if properly installed, provides a wobbleproof 
surface for furnishings. It's often, however, on the higher 
end of the price continuum. Concrete is a great alternative 
to stone. It is typically less expensive per square foot (some- 
times costing even less than pavers), easily adapts to irregu- 
lar shapes, and lends itself to creative designs and finishes. 
Gravel is probably the cheapest flooring option. It may 
not seem appealing, but you can easily dress up your gravel 
patio by including crisp edges to define the area. Steel 
edging, pavers, or brick set on edge are a couple of ways 
to establish clean lines while adding visual interest. Avoid 
using gravel directly outside of entry points to the home, 


Great plants for seating areas 


Don't stop with plants for boundaries. Use them to set the right mood, tickle the senses, or add seasonal interest. 
Best of all, most of these plants deliver in more than one category. 


Fragrant plants 

Oyama magnolia (Magnolia sieboldii, Zones 6-9) 

Paper bush (Edgeworthia chrysantha, Zones 6-10) 

‘Silk Road’ lily (Lilium ‘Silk Road’, Zones 3-8) 

‘Stained Glass' hosta (Hosta ‘Stained Glass', Zones 3-8) 


‘Summer Ice’ daphne (Daphne x transatlantica ‘Summer Ice’, 
Zones 6-8) 


Soft and touchable plants 
‘Aureola’ Japanese forest grass (Hakonechioa macra 
‘Aureola’, Zones 5-9) 


Scented geranium (Pelargonium spp. and cvs., Zones 9-11) 


Sunset hyssop (Agastache rupestris, Zones 4-9) 


Edible plants 
Basil (Ocimum basilicum and cvs., annual) 


Blueberry (Vaccinium spp. and cvs., Zones 2-8) 
‘Negronne'’ fig (Ficus carica* ‘Negronne’, Zones 6-9) 


Strawberry (Fragaria spp. and cvs., Zones 4-9) 


however, because it can easily get tracked inside. With 
gravel, as with stone, you'll likely have to weed out 
seedlings that blow in and germinate in the cracks, but 
this is typically an easy chore. 

Though one flooring material can do the job, you 
don’t have to limit yourself. A mix of materials can be 
effective in reinforcing your underlying design concept 
Use materials wisely, however, so as not to create a cha- 
otic feel. Small gardens, especially, need a streamlined 
palette of textures and materials. Using brick to edge 
a flagstone or concrete patio, for instance, can be an 
effective combination of materials that lends unity to 
your design (photo, facing page). 

Before making your final flooring selections, consider 
the area’s eventual use and likely furnishings. Furniture 
with slender feet, like those of metal chairs, require 
paving with more tightly spaced joints for stability. 
Traction is also important. Brick, as well as concrete and 
stane, can be slippery when wet or mossy. Make your 
final decision based not only on your style and budget 
but also on the practicality of the materials in your liv- 
ing space. Then, get busy installing it. 


SOFTENING HARD EDGES INVITES THE GARDEN IN 


Once you've set boundaries and installed functional 
flooring, you might find that these built elements need 


“See invasive alert on page 16. 


kit .-. 


Unusual plants 

‘King Tut' papyrus (Cyperus papyrus ‘King Tut’, Zones 10-11) 

Plumose soft shield fern (Polystichum setiferum ‘Plumoso- 
multilobum', Zones 6-9) 

Spiral aloe (Aloe polyphyila, Zones 9-11) 

Colorful long bloomers 

Flowering maple (Abutilon spp. and cvs., Zones 8-11) 

Hardy fuchsia (Fuchsia magellanica and cvs., Zones 6-9) 

Hydrangea (Hydrangea spp. and cvs., Zones 4-9) 


Plants with structural or winter interest 

‘Aztec Pearl' choisya (Choisya ‘Aztec Pearl', Zones 8-10) 

‘Fastigiata’' plum yew (Cephalotaxus harringtonii ‘Fastigiata’, 
Zones 6-9) 

Japanese stewartia (Stewartia pseudocamellia, Zones 5-8) 

Osmanthus (Osmanthus delavayi, Zones 7-9) 


‘Tall 'n Tough’ Japanese mock orange (Pittosporum tobira 
‘Tall '‘n Tough’, Zones 9-10) 


When you look for flooring, consider more than Just looks. 
The stone used here has an attractive, natural appearance but is also 
practical, giving the motal furniture a flat, stable surface to rest on. 
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Green adds more than just color. This living wall adds softness to 
the hardscape in this tight space and sets a welcoming scene. 
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to be softened or deemphasized to lessen the contrast 
between hardscaping and garden surroundings. It's 
important, however, to only soften and not eliminat« 
the underlying lines of boundaries and flooring; their 
presence ensures that a seating area feels organized 
and purposeful. 

One method of softening hard lines and edges is to 
begin incorporating any planted boundaries that you 
decided on during the first phase. Even though these 
plants were chosen previously, waiting until this point 
to plant them allows for the possibility of changes in 
your hardscaping plans during construction. When 
incorporating these plant screens, even where space is 
constrained, resist the tendency toward a long, straight, 
narrow border lining the edge of your seating area. It's 
almost always too narrow to accommodate the plants 
you want to use for screening, not to mention the 
plants you want to use for eye-catching appeal. Enlarge 
the depth of your beds, instead, by bumping out sec- 


tions using angular shapes or generous curves (photo, 
above left) in strategically located areas, especially 
where you need big plants to go. For people in small 


spaces and urban settings, this allowance for enlarged 
beds is especially important for creating softness. 

For challenging narrow areas within the border, where 
you simply don't have any room to play with, there are 
ways to create softness without taking up a lot of space. 
Plants can be trained against fences and walls to create 
living green walls (bottom photo, facing page). Similarly, 
using plants with narrow upright growth habits, such 
as ‘Sky Pencil’ Japanese holly (Ilex crenata” ‘Sky Pencil’, 
USDA Hardiness Zones 5-7) can create a living, soft 
division of space without requiring a lot of room. 

Another way to enliven stark walls and fences, 
especially at the narrow points within the border, is 
by creating an illusion of expanded space. | install 
faux windows, their panes replaced with mirrors to 
reflect the surrounding green space (photo, above 


Do you see the illusion? A windaw frame with the glass 
removed and a mirror put in its place reflects green space and 
creates the Illusion of a much larger area. Not ta mention, it's 

more attractive than, say, staring at a blank wooden fence. 


Plants can be more than just pretty. This patio 
makes use of potted plants to soften a short stack 
of angular stairs, while a border with plenty of curves 
makes roam for big plants that provide screening. 


right). If a seating area abuts a wall with a window, 
you can use window-box plantings to soften the space 
(photo, p. 69). Also, try accessorizing with decorative 
container combinations that add color, texture, and 
movement while softening the edges and corners of 
patios and vertical edges of fences and walls (photo, 
above left). All these elements act as a natural decor, 
transforming a simple seating area into a cozy and 
inviting outdoor living space. 

One of the most gratifying things [ hear from clients 
who have undergone a garden transformation that 
includes the addition of functional seating areas is that 
they feel as if their house has gotten bigger and that 
they're using their outside spaces more than before. 
Operation alfresco accomplished. cw 


Darcy Daniels, of Bloomtown Gardens, designs residential 


gardens in Portland, Oregon. 
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HEALTHY GARDEN 


> Beginning gardeners: Start with open-pollinated 
varieties of beans, lettuce, peas, peppers, or tomatoes. 
These edibles offer the beginning seed saver the best 
chance of successful seed saving. They produce 
seed the same season as planted and are mostly 
self-pollinating, minimizing the need to be mindful of 
Preventing cross-pollination. 


Experienced gardeners: Venture into plants such 
as corn, cucumbers, muskmelons, radishes, spinach, 
Squash, and pumpkins. These edibles produce 

seed the season they are planted, but they require 
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Try your hand at heirloom seed saving 


How do | avoid cross-pollination 
between different heirloom- 
seed varieties? 


—Tim Brunner, Northfield, Vermont 


Bill McDorman, author of Basic Seed Saving and president and 
founder of Seeds Trust in Cornville, Arizona, responds: 


Growing and saving your own heirloom seeds doesn't have to be 
complicated or overwhelming. Because they are open-pollinated, 
heirloom seeds offer an excellent option for seed saving. (But keep 
in mind: All heirlooms are open-pollinated; not all open-pollinated 
varieties are heirlooms.) Birds, bees, and wind easily assist these 
open-pollinated plants in creating the next generation of seeds. 

All you have to do to save heirloom seeds is start with an heirloom 
variety and be somewhat knowledgeable and careful of crop 
spacing and cross-pollination. 

With the exception of minor genetic differences, the seeds 
saved from open-pollinated vegetables will produce the same 
variety as originally planted, as long as they don't cross with other 
closely planted selections (by this, I mean tomato-to-tomato, not 
corn-to-tomato). If you're not sure that an heirloom seed won't 
cross-pollinate with another, it's a good idea to toss a row of 
flowers in between the vegetable rows (photo, left). If you want 
to guarantee purity, you can alternate crops and only plant one 
heirloom variety per year. 

Gardeners new to seed saving will maximize their chances of 
success by starting with the easy-to-grow vegetables before trying 
the more difficult ones. To simplify the process, decide which of 
the three categories listed below you fit into before choosing your 
heirloom veggies. 


separation to keep unwanted cross-pollination 

from taking place. The separation distances will 
vary, however, because pollination is accomplished 
differently; wind-pollinated crops, for instance, need 
more separation than self-pollinating crops. 


Expert gardeners: Try beets, Swiss chard, members 
of the cabbage family, carrots, escarole, frisée, onions, 
radicchio, endive, turnips, and Chinese cabbage. 
These vegetables normally require more than one 

year for seed production and need to be separated to 
prevent cross-pollination. 
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OSAGE ORANGE FRUIT: 


Insect repellent or 
citrus-scented softball? 


Osage orange (Maclura pomifera, USDA Hardi- 
ness Zones 5-9) has a history in folklore. Its 

fruit is touted as an excellent insect repellent to 
ward off spiders, mosquitoes, and other pests 
from the home and garden. It makes sense if you 
smell the fruit’s delightful citrus scent, similar to that 
of modern-day natural insect repellents. But is this 
lore fact or fiction? 

Most researchers would say it's fiction, though some scientists in the department of 
entomology at lowa State University have noted that the essential oil of this fruit does keep 
away German cockroaches. There is limited research to support a single Osage orange fruit 
acting as an insect repellent. Many people, however, swear by it, so—science or not—this folk 
remedy doesn’t appear to be disappearing anytime soon. 

But the real usefulness of Osage orange is less in the fruit and more in the tree from which it 
falls. It is drought resistant, tolerates any soll, and is notably pest and disease resistant. These 
qualities have made it well regarded as a tree for reclamation projects in sites with poor soil 
conditions and high levels of pollution. 


Why graft? 


To most at-home gardeners, grafting 
is a feat left unattempted. Compared 
to basic and efficient root cuttings, the 
scientific lingo of matching scions to 
understocks makes propagation sound 
incredibly complicated. So why does 
anyone do it? 

For one thing, the rooting of stem cut- 
tings isn't always feasible. Plus, the suc- 
cess rate for grafting of stem pieces onto 
seedling plants (understocks or root- 
stocks) of the same species is frequently 
higher than that for rooting stem cut- 
tings of the same plant. In other cases, 
the rootstock may provide some benefit 
to the grafted plant. Often, root systems 
on rooted stem cuttings Jack vigor, and 
a grafted plant may grow faster than a 
rooted cutting due to its vigorous root system. An understack may also provide disease 
resistance. Some vegetable growers, for example, are using grafted cucumber, tomato, 
melon, and eggplant transplants to provide resistance to nematodes and soil-borne diseases. 

Though not always the first and easiest choice, grafting is an important method of prop- 
agation. If you want to develop and maintain desired plant traits, it's often the way to go. 


—Chiis Starbuck is an associate professor in the division of 
plant sciences at the University of Missouri in Columbia. 


THIN OUT 
your veggies 


Bathing-suit season is 
steadily approaching, but 
this “thinning” isn’t about 
losing weight: It's about 
gaining space. For veggies 
that you've direct sown, 
like carrots, onions, and 
radishes, the latter part of 
spring Is the perfect time to 
thin out your veggies and 
give them room to grow. 

If you let young veggies 
mature too tightly together, 
it can lead to deformed and 
diseased adults. But don't 
worry—thinning out is just 
three quick, easy, and pain- 
less steps. 


1. Salect the healthiest 
and strongest veggie. 
The sturdiest plant in a 
tightly growing bunch 
will be the one you leave 
behind. When you're 
finished, you want the 
remaining veggies to be 
spaced far enough apart 
that they can mature to 
full-size without touching. 


2. Cut or pull the sur- 
rounding crowding 
veggles. If you choose to 
cut, snip as close to the 
ground as possible. For 
pulling, do so when the 
soil ls moist so that plants 
and roots come up eas- 
ily without disturbing the 
remaining veggie. 


3. Compost the discarded 
veggles. It sounds 
painful, but don't be toa 
sad. Thinning out will 
ultimately result in big, 
healthy veggies at harvest 
time—well worth a few 
discarded sprouts. 
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Plant picks that 
tame the beast 
Bleeding heart 
(Dicentra spp. and 
cvs., Zones 3-9) 


Columbine 
(Aquilegia spp. and 
cvs., Zones 3-8) 


Hardy geranium 
(Geranium spp. and 
cvs., Zones 4-8) 


« Hellebore 
; 7 (Helleborus spp. and 
Columbine IRI: Lady fern evs sones ara) 
—_ « Heuchera 
Tired of feeding the slugs? Try these hosta alternatives Oe Doe 
When slugs see hostas, they think “lunch.” They can't help it. When you see slugs, you think “kill.” You can't « jacoh’siadder 
help it. What you can help is picking plant varieties that do their best to deter slugs from munching on them. (Polemonium spp. 
Granted, slugs will eat any leafy greens if they're hungry enough. Of course, you can always go for the slug- and cvs., Zones 4-9) 
resistant varieties of hostas: those with the thickest, glossiest leaves you can find. But if you can't bear to * Lady fern 
bring another hosta home for fear of the hail-size leaf damage you foresee in the future, try some hosta sub- (Athyrium filix-femina 
stitutes. Slugs hate hairy, pointy, or thorny plants— plants that could injure their delicate undersides or even and cvs., Zones 4-9) 
kill them. Here's a list of a few commonly available shade-tolerant plants that you can pick from to help curb « Peony 
a slug's hunger pangs. (Paeonia spp. and 


cvs., Zones 3-8) 


iK Fi. Gardening back . 
Soe esreeewme| Got our magazines? 


Store your treasured copies of Fine Gardening in 
slipcases for easy reference again and again! Bound 
in dark green and embossed in gold, each case 
holds more than a year's worth of Fine Gardening. 
Only $8.95 ($24.95 for 3, $49.95 for 6). 


Plus shipping and handling. Payable in U.S. Funds. ; 2 
To place an order using your credit card, Se Rrese & 
call 1-800-888-8286. Outside the US. 
and Canada call 1-203-426-8171. Now at www.launton.com/Shop 


SpringSaver <: | Arrives January 2010 
today’s eco-nomical rain barrel ONLY $99.99 msrp 


@ 51 gallon capacity 6 10 year UV protected material 
6 compact setup profile @ partially recycled content 

« high volume overflow 6 dual spigot locations 

© Insect & safety screen 6 immediate stock availability 
@ 4attractive colors @ made in the U.S.A. 


\ We offer Wholesale & Community pricing 
(o Includes; Free linking kit & overflow hose, 
¥ 
we 


multiple overflow connectors, durable spigot, 
and rigid Insect debris screen 


| Sp IneSaver www.springsaver.com 1-8@@sonce oct) 


“ = 
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Free 
Iris Booklet! 


>), Gam 
WHAT WILL YOU GROW? 
e 
Send for your free full color booklet \ A rif | Fe \ I MS 
packed full of bargain collections, ‘2 Xx 
growing tips and planting ideas so 
you can try these incredible flowers 
in your garden! Direct from the a 

grower. Send for your FREE Booklet Herbs, Annuals, Veggies, Perennials and Unique 

today! Or call toll-free Garden-related Products to Make Your Garden Grow 


1-800-525-2367 ext 47 


Where gardeners gotogrow. sss) FOWET'S 


IRIS GARDENS www.thegrowers-exchange.com | 1-888-829-6201 EXCHANGE 

3625 Quinaby Rd NE, Dept. 47, Salem, OR 97303 Visit us online -we are open 24/7 
www.schreinersgardens.com 
reader service no. 34 reader service no. 87 


REQUEST A FREE CATALOG 


Create harmony between 
your house and garden aad 


Julie Moir Messervy, award-winning landscape designer and F A renee Not So Bic: 
Fine Gardening columnist, and Sarah Susanka, nationally Pare ge Ne House o 
recognized architect, combine forces to create a unique design Pe 
tool that’s both inspiring and practical. wre 


Outside the Not So Big House explores the relationship 
between house and landscape as no one else has. You'll see 
how beautifully seamless transitions benveen indoors and 
outdoors were created for different size and style homes 
from across the country. 


Hardcover, Product #070794 
$34.95 


Order your copy today! 


Call 800-888-8286 
rp Or visit www.Taunton.com/outside 


The Taunton Press 
Inspiration far hands-on living® ones 
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DESIGN IDEAS 


Don’t disguise your deck 


A RAISED DECK PROVIDES a comfortable outdoor living, dining, and entertain- 
ing space. But if the gap between the ground and the deck floor is more than a foot, 


it creates an ugly hole behind the beds surrounding your deck. This poses a design 
challenge. Your first impulse might be to hide the gap behind a wall of plantings, but 
that tactic often backfires; the results are often equivalent to wearing dark glasses and 
a fake moustache. Avoid drawing attention to the awkward feature, and instead, use 
plantings to integrate the deck with the surrounding landscape. If your deck is tall and 
narrow, use continuous bands of plants and horizontal forms to accentuate the width; 
if your deck is long and wide, use vertical accents that rise above the deck floor to 
break up the horizontal line. The right plants in the proper arrangement can soften 
harsh lines, balance the proportions, and make the deck look like a natural outgrowth 
_ of your overall garden design. 


« —Andrew Schulman is a landscape architect based in Seattle, Washington 


mm Bin Use horizontal masses of 
ELD ill medium-height plant materials 
t to break the vertical lines of vis- 
ible deck supports. Use plants 
one-third to two-thirds the 


Nal 
ial 
| 
eas | 
i as height of the supports, and don't 


roo teel like you need to use the 


same plant with each support. 


I oKS 
Not oHLSS 


Avoid stiff, linear planting 
arrangements or “walls” 
of a single plant variety in 
front of the deck. Arrange 
plants, Instead, in sweep- 
ing curves. 


Se 7 UO ed 
te ee 


ur Contr , P 


{ gard 


PLANTS WITH 
PURPOSE 


Variegated foliage will 
brighten dark masses 
‘Elegantissima’ variegated 
redtwig dogwood (Cornus a/ba 
‘Elegantissima’, USDA Hardiness 
Zanes 2-8) 


‘Lemon wave' hydrangea Variegated redtwig 
(Hydrangea macrophylla ‘Lemon dogwood 
Wave’, Zones 6-9) 


Variegated Corsican hellebores 
(Helleborus argutifolius ‘Janet 
Starnes’ or ‘Pacific Frost’, 

Zones 6-9) 


Evergreens maintain 
year-round interest 

Make surevtite: beds Boxleaf honeysuckles (Lonicera 
extend well past the nitida ‘Red Tips’, ‘Lemon Beauty’, 
ends of'the:deckto or ‘Silver Beauty’. Zones 6-9) 


anchor it visually. If False hollies (Osmanthus 
possible, have them heterophyllus ‘Goshiki', ‘Gulftide’, 
merge into the sur- ‘Purpureus', or ‘Variegatus’, 
rounding plantings. Zones 7-9) 


Prostrate plum yew 
(Cephalotaxus harringtonii 
‘Prostrata’, Zones 6-9) 


Grasses add vertical form 
and delicate texture 

Blue oat grass (Helictotrichon 
sempervirens, Zones 4-9) 


Dwarf pampas grass (Cortaderia 
selloana* ‘Pumila’, Zones 7-11) 


Miscanthus (Miscanthus sinensis” 
‘Morning Light’ or ‘Zebrinus', 
Zones 4-9) 


Climbers soften the 

lines of the deck 

Bush ivies (x Fatshedera lizei 
‘Variegata’ or ‘Anne Mikkels’, 
Zones 8-11) 


Ciematis (C/ematis ‘Mme. Julia 
Correvon', ‘Polish Spirit’, or ‘Venosa 
Violacea’, Zones 4-11) 


aN ” 
wee vu 
_ by aS 


Use plants that appear else- 


where in your garden to blend aa: “WEG Japanese hydrangea vines 
in the plantings with the rest ite a pe (Schizophragma hydrangeoides 
of the landscape. ae YG Goo og “ Moonlight’ or ‘Roseum’, Zones 6-9) 
eco Some Raat! 
peal LEM ene 
2. Fee o bey cap See invasive alert on page 16. Miscanthus 
t 4 ; 
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PRONUNCIATION GUIDE 


e/a 
Abies lasiocarpa var. arizonica {AB-ee-ays lass- 
ee-oh-KAR-pah variety air-ih-ZON-ih-kah), 

p. 41 

Abutilon (ah-BEW-tih-lon), p. 71 

Abutilion megapotamicum (ah-BEW-tih-lon meg- 
ah-poe-TAM-ih-kum), p. 63 

Acanthus mollis (ah-KAN-thus MAWL-iss), 

p. 50 

Acer palmatum (AY-sit pal-MAY-tum), p. 25 


Aeonium arboreum (ay-OH-nee-um ar-BOR- 
ee-um), p. 61 

Aesculus glabra (ESS-kew-lus GLAB-rah), p. 41 
Agastache rupestris (ag-ah-STAK-ee roo-PES- 
tris), p. 71 

Agave (ah-GAH-vay), p. 41 

Alocasia * amazonica (al-oh-KAY-shah ex 
am-ah-ZON-ih-kah), p. 63 

Aloe polyphyila (AL-oh pol-ee-FiL-ah), p. 71 
Alyssum markgratii (ah-LISS-um mark-GRAF-ee- 
eye), p. 40 

Amelanchier canadensis (am-el-AN-keer kan-ah- 
DEN-sis), p. 41 
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Amorpha canescens (ah-MOR-fah kan-ESS-enz), 
p. 29 

Anemanthele lessoniana (ah-nem-an-THEE-lee 
less-oh-nee-AY-nah), p. 23 

Aquilegia (ak-will-EE-zsah), p. 76 

Artemisia (ar-tem-EE-zsah), p. 40 

Arum italicum (A\R-um ih-TAL-ih-kum), p. 25 
Asarum splendens (ah-SAR-um SPLEN-denz), 
p. 49 

Aster x frikartii (ASS-ter ex frih-KART-ee-eye), 
p. 23 


Aster oblongifolius (ASS-ter ob-lon-jih-FOE- 
lee-us), p. 41 


Athyrium filix-femina (ah-THEER-ee-um fil-iks- 
FEM-in-ah), p. 76 


—-B— 
Baptisia (bap-TEE-zsah), p. 41 

Begonia boliviensis (bah-GO-nyah bol-iv-ee-EN- 
sis), pp. 32, 63 

Bergenia (ber-GEN-ee-ah), p. 25 

Bergenia ciliata (ber-GEN-ee-ah sil-ee-AY-tah), 
p. 48 

Betula (BET-choo-lah), p. 41 


-—Cc— 
Callicarpa americana (kal-ee-KAR-pah ah-mer- 
ih-KAY-nah), p. 29 

Calluna vulgaris (kal-OO-nah vul-GAR-iss), 

p. 10 

Campanula (kam-PAN-yew-lah), p. 46 

Canna indica (KAN-ah_ IN-dih-kah), pp. 60, 63 
Capsicum annuum (KAP-sih-kum AN-yew-um), 
p. 25 

Carex (KARE-eks), p. 64 

Carex buchananii (KARE-eks bew-kan-AN-ee- 
eye), p. 60 

Carex testacea (KARE-eks tes-TAY-see-ah), 

p. 29 

Celosia argentea (sell-OH-see-ah ar-JEN- 
tee-ah), p. 64 

Cephalotaxus harringtonii (sef-ah-lo-TAKS-us 
hair-ing-TOE-nee-eye), pp. 71, 79 
Chasmanthium latifolium (kaz-MAN-thee-um 
lat-ih-FOE-lee-um), p. 24 

Chionanthus virginicus (kee-oh-NAN-thuss ver- 
JIN-ih-kus), p. 41 

Choisya (CHOY-zee-ah), p. 71 


How do you say it? Go online to find out. To hear the pronunciation 
»)) of many of the botanical names listed in this guide, visit www.finegardening.com/hearlatin 


* 


Clematis (KLEM-ah-tiss), p. 79 


Consolida ambigua (kon-SOL-ih-dah am-BIG- 
yew-ah), p. 39 


Cordyline (kor-dih-LYE-nee), p. 62 

Cornus alba (KOR-nus At-bah), p. 79 

Cornus sericea (KOR-nus ser-|SS-ee-ah), p. 32 
Cortaderia selloana (kor-tah-DARE-ee-ah sel- 
oh-AY-nah), p. 79 


Colinus coggygria (koe-TY-nus koe-GlG-ree-ah), 
p. 62 


Crocosmia (kro-KOZ-mee-ah), p. 64 


Crocus chrysanthus (KROW-kus kris-AN-thah), 
p. 40 


Cyperus papyrus (sih-PEER-us pah-PY-rus), 
p.71 


—D— 
Daphne x transatlantica (DAF-nee ex tranz-at- 
LAN-tih-kah), p. 71 

Delphinium (del-FIN-ee-um), p. 91 

Dicentra (dy-SEN-trah), p. 76 

Dicentra eximia (dy-SEN-trah eks-IM-ee-ah), 

p. 27 


Dichondra argentea {dy-KON-drah ar-JEN- 
tee-ah), pp. 63, 64 

Digitalis lanata (dij-ih-TAL-iss lah-NAY-tah), 
p. 38 


Dryopteris X australis (dry-OP-ter-iss ex ass- 
TRAL-iss), p. 51 

Dryopteris celsa (dry-OP-ter-iss SELL-sah), 

p. 51 

Dryopteris ludoviciana (dry-OP-ter-iss loo-doe- 
viss-ee-AY-nah), p. 51 


=—E= 
Echinacea paradoxa (eh-kih-NAY-shah pare-ah- 
DOKS-ah), p. 38 


Edgeworthia chrysantha (edj-WORTH-ee-ah kris- 
AN-thah), p. 71 

Eremurus robustus (err-eh-MURE-us roe-BUS- 
tus), p. 91 

Eriogonum fasciculatum var. polifolium (ee-ree- 
OG-oh-num fah-sik-yew-LAY-tum variety pol- 
ih-FOE-lee-um), p. 30 

Eryngium planum (air-ING-ee-um PLAY-num), 
p. 64 

Euonymus alatus (yew-ON-ih-mus ah-LAY-tus), 
p. 34 


continued on page 82 = 


Charleston Gardens: 


HOME AND GARDEN COLLECTION 


Waa 
} 1) j 
y | {\ Lyf : 
| \ $ i 
| \ SP = te 
= TS 
Nr \ 


Sy) 
FREE CATALOG 800-469-0118 
WWW.CHARLESTONGARDENS.COM 
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REPLANTING OUR 


INTIS 
FORCST Sy 


Your premier garden supplier! 


eason after season, year Visit our website and take advantage 
after year, generation of great deals on the best products 
after generation, our for your garden! 
National Forests that give us 
beauty to behold and places to 
play also provide clean water to 
drink, clean air to breathe, wood www.mastergardening.com 
for our homes, and a place to live. 
But millions of acres of our 
National Forests have been 
lost to insects, disease, and 
devastating fires. Many areas 
need to be replanted. And soon. 
Now the Arbor Day Foundation 
asks for your help in replanting 
our National Forests. So that 
seasons from now, and genera- 
tions from now, we will still have 
forests to enjoy... 


Free shipping over $100 


reader service no. 3 


OAKES DAYLILIES 
Daylily Specialists for Over 20 Years! 


Beautify your home and gardens with over 
4100 hardy, easy-to-grow varieties. 


FREE color catalog - request yours today! 


1-800-532-9545 


...and a place to live. 


Our Freeport Collection includes more than 300 
~ outdoor products from pergolas to window boxes 

Visit arborday.org. crafied in low maintenance cellular vinyi. 1 has the 
Sce what we're doing. See how you can help. look and feel of natural wood, but won't rot, split, 
or warp. See all our products on the web or call 


for a free Selections catalog. 800-343-6948. 
wivw.oakesdaylilies.com 


(@) Arbor Day Foundation’ om 
Nebraska City, Nebraska 68410 75,\Walpole Woodworkers. 
walpolewoodworkers.com/pergola Oakes Daylilies, PO Box 268, Corryton, TN 37721 
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continued from page 80 


Euphortva (yew-FOR-bee-ah), pp. 63, 64 
Euphorbia characias (yew-FOR-bee-ah kar-AY- 
see-ahs). p. 64 

Euphorbia x martinii (yew-FOR-bee-ah ex 
mar-TIN-ee-eye), p. 24 

Euphorbia polychroma (yew-FOR-bee-ah pol-ee- 
KRO-mah), p. 39 

Eutrochium dubium (yew-TRO-kee-um DOO- 
bee-um), p. 39 


—E= 
x Fatshedera lizei (ex fats-HED-er-ah LIZ-ee- 
eye), p. 79 

Festuca mairei (fess-TOO-kah MARE-ee-eye), 
p. 41 

Ficus carica (FY¥-kus KAR-ih-kah), p. 71 
Fragaria (frah-GAR-ee-ah), p. 71 

Fuchsia (FEW-shah), p. 63 


Fuchsia magellanica (FEW-shah maj-el-AN-ih- 
kah), p. 71 


Ga 
Geranium (jer-AY-nee-um), p. 76 

Geranium phaeum (jer-AY-nee-um FAY-um), 
p. 27 

Gomphrena (gom-FREE-nah), p. 24 


Hakonechioa macra (hak-on-eh-KLO-ah MAK- 
rah), pp. 27, 71 

Hamamelis < intermedia (ham-ah-MAY-lis ex 
in-ter-MEE-dee-ah), p. 29 

Helianthus salicifolius (he-lee-AN-thus sah-lih- 
sih-FO-lee-us), p. 39 

Helichrysum thianschanicum (hel-ih-KRY-sum 
the-an-SHAN-ih-kum), p. 61 

Helictotrichon sempervirens (hel-ik-toe-TRY-kon 
sem-per-VEER-enz), p. 79 

Helleborus (heh-LEB-or-us), pp. 32, 76 


Helleborus argutifolius (neh-LEB-or-us ar-goo- 
tin-FOE-lee-us), p. 79 


Heuchera (HEW-ker-ah), pp. 25, 26, 62, 76 


Heuchera villosa (HEW-ker-ah vih-LOW-sah), 

p. 50 

> Heucherella (ex hew-ker-El-ah), p. 50 
Hosta (HOSS-tah), pp. 24, 71 

Hydrangea (hy-DRAIN-jah), p. 71 

Hydrangea macrophylla (hy-DRAIN-jah mak-roe- 
FiL-ah), p. 79 


Hypericum * moserianum (hy-PARE-ih-kum ex 
moe-sare-ee-AY-num), p. 64 


Ilex crenata {EYE-leks kren-AY-tah), p. 73 
Impatiens (im-PAY-shenz), p. 64 
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Ipomoea batatas (eye-poe-MEE-ah bah-TAY- 
tas), pp. 60, 62 


Iris (EYE-riss), pp. 39, 47 


—K— 
Kniphofia (ny-FOE-fee-ah), pp. 23, 39 


= 

Lamium maculatum (LAY-mee-um mak-yew- 
LAY-tum), p. 31 

Lavandula angustifolia (lah-VAN-dew-lah 
an-gus-tih-FOE-lee-ah), p. 66 

Lavandula dentata (lah-VAN-dew-lah den-TAY- 
tah), p. 66 

Lavandula x intermedia (lah-VAN-dew-lah ex 
in-ter-MEE-dee-ah), p. 65 

Lavandula stoechas (lah-VAN-dew-lah STOY- 
kas), p. 67 


Leucanthemum x superbum (lew-KAN-theh- 
mum ex soo-PER-bum), p. 23 

Ligularia przewalskii (lig-yew-LAR-ee-ah shah- 
WAL-skee-eye), p. 24 

Lilium (LIL-ee-um), p. 71 

Lonicera nitida (lon-!SS-er-ah NIT-ih-dah), p. 79 
Lonicera sempervirens (lon-|SS-er-ah sem-per- 
VEER-enz), p. 28 

Lysimachia punctata (lye-sih-MAK-ee-ah punk- 
TAY-tah), p. 91 


=_M= 
Maclura pomifera (mah-KLOOR-ah pom-IF- 
er-ah), p. 75 

Magnolia sieboldii (mag-NO-lee-ah see-BOLD- 
ee-eye), p. 71 

Malvaviscus arboreus var. drummondii (mal-vah- 
VIS-kus ar-BOR-ee-us variety drum-ON-dee- 
eye), p. 28 

Miscanthus sinensis (mis-KAN-thus sih-NEN- 
sis), pp. 23, 79 


=N= 
Nepeta x faassenii (NEP-eh-tah ex fah-SEEN- 
ee-eye), p. 40 

Nolina lindheimeriana (no-LEE-nah lind-hy-mer- 
ee-AY-nah), p. 30 


=o em 
Ocimum basilicum (OH-sih-mum_ bah-SIL-ih- 
kum), p. 71 

Origanum libanoticum (oh-RiG-an-um lib-an-OT- 
ih-kum), p. 31 

Osmanthus delavayi (oz-MAN-thus del-ah-VAY- 
eye), p. 71 


Rosa 


Osmanthus fragrans (oz-MAN-thus FRAY-granz), 
p. 28 


Osmanthus heterophyllus (oz-MAN-thus het-er- 
oh-FiL-us), p. 79 


—p— 
Paeonia {pay-OH-nee-ah), p. 76 

Parthenium integrifolium (par-THEN-ee-um 
in-teg-rih-FOE-lee-um), p. 38 

Pelargonium (pel-ar-GO-nee-um), pp. 63, 64, 71 
Penstemon eatonii (PEN-steh-mon ee-TONE-ee- 
eye), p. 40 

Penstemon pinifolius (PEN-steh-mon_pin-ih- 
FOE-lee-us), p. 31 

Phemeranthus calycinus (fem-er-AN-thus kah- 
LISS-in-us), p. 30 

Phiox paniculata (FLOKS pah-nik-yew-LAY-tah), 
pp. 23, 24 

Picea (py-SEE-ah), p. 39 

Picea pungens (py-SEE-ah PUN-jenz), pp. 38, 39 
Pinus (PY-nus), p. 39 

Pisum sativum (PY-sum sah-TY-vum), p. 25 
Pittosporum tobira (pih-TOSS-por-um_ toe-BY- 
rah), p. 71 

Plectranthus (plek-TRAN-thus), p. 60 

Plectranthus argentatus (plek-TRAN-thus ar-jen- 
TAY-tus), p. 63 

Podocarpus elongatus (poe-doe-KAR-pus 
ee-lon-GAY-tus), p. 64 

Polemonium (pole-MONE-ee-um), p. 76 
Polemonium reptans (pole-MONE-ee-um REP- 
tanz), pp. 26, 61 

Polygonatum odoratum (pol-ig-an-AY-tum 
oh-dor-AY-tum), p. 27 

Polystichum setiferum (pol-ISS-tih-kum seh-TIF- 
er-um), pp. 32, 71 

Ptelea trifoliata (TEL-ee-ah try-foe-lee-AY-tah), 
p. 41 
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The DR® POWERWAGON 
is a Self-Propelled 


EASY HAULE 


HAULS UP TO 800 LBS. - firewood. = LL 


mulch,..gravel. stone, Powers up hills and down.. 
even through soft, wet soil! t 
ELECTRIC- 


rm 


The Arched Modular 
Pergola Kit 


Exquisite, yet sturdy, western red 
cedar pergola with a soft curve to 
its main beams. 

START and 


powered dump 
options. 


EASY TO USE! Rear 

caster and differential drive 

for easy turning...4 speeds. 

reverse, dump-bed, hand brake. with EASE! 


Get a FREE DVD and Catalog 


ay Itt 888-213-1381 


8' x 10’ on center post to post. 


$3,875. 


See our website for further details. 
Exclusively from Trellis Structures 


ing pe 2 oe ee Sa ellis 888.285.4624 
trellisstructures.com STRUCTURES 
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www.DRpowerwagon.com 


We are the largest TENAX distributor 
for deer fencing materials and related 
supplies. 


We provide a lightweight, high strength, 
virtually invisible mesh barrier which 
has proved to be an effective deer 
deterrent for both garden areas or entire 
properties. 


ead ARAN 
+ COMENWISITp 
i + 
te 
Proiessionai installation for N¥ Nietro 
and New England areas 


Now installing high-tensile woven wire 
for deer protection as well as wood and 
all types of ornamental fencing. 


OyAya on POO, 
5 ‘Ad. < . , & < 4% 
SUU=-405=00¢ 


www.nodeer.com 
Specialty Agricultural Products, LLC 


Tere twearoume Cove 


GakdE water fo oe 
aa) - 


reader service no. 13 reader service no. 51 


fia < RZ) The Giang 
e Se Garden 
, wy 


Fresh Veggies all year 


right in your own backyard! 


RAINWATER 
HARVESTING 


2010 Tours 
Lake District & Cotswolds £™ 
Scottish Castles & Gardens 
English Artists Gardens @& > 
Bologna & the Veneto 


¢ Springtime in Spain 
New Zealand ie] 


with a Solexx™ Greenhouse! 


¢ Enjoy fresh, pesticide-free foad from your own 
backyard farmers market 

¢ Accelerate plant growth with diffused light— the 
opumal light for plants 

* Suong composite framing holds up in severe winds 

¢ Huge selection of greenhouses and accessories. 

* Affordable greenhouses, FREE shipping 


(in the contiguous 18 states) 


Call 1-800-825-1925 
for a FREE catalog 
and panel sample. 


Our 75-gallon RainBox is designed 
to filter and store rainwater to irrigate 
gardens and fill fish ponds. Multiple 
tanks connect, providing significant 
storage capacity. We also offer larger 
systems, both above and below 
ground, to capture all of the rainwater 
from a home or commercial building. 


(800) 477-7724 
www.conservationtechnology.com 


25 Vig 
> “4 


a ssw / 


a - - ~ ‘_* - 
wSresennouse Solon 
Catateg “ 
cf Ads. ? 
3740 FN Brooklake Rd NE brea l 
Salem, OR 97303 


www.greenhousecatalog.com 


reader servico no. 14 


FREE CATALOG 
415-669-1914 
www.Coopersmiths.com [RSW wan by:2) 
io Box ‘AUUF, Inverness, CA 94937 
teader service no. 24 
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PRONUNCIATION GUIDE 


—R— 

Ribes odoratum (RY-beez oh-dor-AY-tum), p. 39 
Rodgersia pinnata (rod-JER-zee-ah pin-AY-tah), 
p. 26 

Rosa (ROE-sah), p. 54 


=S= 
Salvia (SAL-vee-ah), pp. 30, 40 

Salvia argentea (SAL-vee-ah ar-JEN-tee-ah), 

p. 63 

Salvia koyamae (SAL-vee-ah koy-AH-may), 

p. 50 

Salvia van-houttei (SAL-vee-ah van-HOOT-ee- 
eye), p. 63 

Sambucus racemosa (sam-BOO-kus rass-ih- 
MOE-sah), p. 38 

Sanguisorba menziesii (san-quih-SOR-bah men- 
ZEEZ-ee-eye), p. 39 

Sansevieria trifasciata (san-sev-ee-ERR-ee-ah 
try-fas-ee-AY-tah), p. 63 

Schizophragma hydrangeoides (skiz-oh-FRAG- 
mah_ hy-drain-jee-OY-deez), p. 79 

Sedum spathulifolium (SEE-dum spath-oo-lih- 
FOE-lee-um), p. 61 


continued from page 82 


Sedum spurium (SEE-dum SPUR-ee-um), 
p. 61 


Sedum tetractinum (SEE-dum teh-TRACT- 
in-um), p. 49 


Solenostemon scutellarioides (sol-en-oh- 
STEM-on skoot-el-ar-ee-OY-deez), pp. 60, 
62, 63 


Stewartia pseudocamellia (stew-AR-tee-ah soo- 
doe-kah-MEL-ee-ah), p. 71 

Strobilanthes dyerianus (stroe-bih-LAN-theez 
dy-err-ee-AY-nus), p. 63 

Syringa vulgaris (sih-RIN-gah vul-GAR-is), 

p. 40 


— T= 

Talinum calycinum (tah-LY-num kah-LlSS- 
in-um), p. 30 

Thermopsis chinensis (ther-MOP-sis chin-EN- 
sis), p. 26 


Thermopsis villosa (ther-MOP-sis vih-LOW-sah), 
p. 26 


Tulipa (TEW-lih-pah), p. 39 
Tulipa clusiana (TEW-lih-pah kloo-see-AY-nah), 
p. 39 


The USDA plant hardiness zone map 
The zones stated in Fine Gardening are based on several sources and should be treated as general 


guidelines when selecting plants for your garden. Many other factors may come into play in deter- 
mining healthy plant growth. Microclimates, wind, soil type, soil moisture, humidity, snow, and win- 
ter sunshine may greatly affect the adaptability of plants. For more information and to zoom in on 


your area, visit the map online at www.usna.usda.gov/Hardzone/ushzmap.html. 


=y— 
Vaccinium (vak-SIN-ee-um), p. 71 


Verbena x hybrida (ver-BEE-nah ex 
HY-brid-ah), p. 64 


Veronica liwanensis (ver-ON-ih-kah lee-wan- 
EN-sis), p. 31 


—W-z— 
Wisteria frutescens (wis-TEER-ee-ah frew-TES- 
enz), p. 28 


Xerophyllum tenax (zee-roe-FiL-um TEN-ax), 
p. 41 


Zinnia (ZIN-ee-ah), p. 62 


Zinnia elegans (Z\N-ee-ah EL-eh-ganz), 
p. 25 


Average Annua! Minimum Temperature 


Temperature (C) Temperature (F) 


-45 6 and Belaw Below -50 
42.810 -45.5 -45 to -50 
-40.0 10 -427 -40 to -45 
-37.3 ta -40.0 35 to -40 
-34,5 to -37 2 -30 to -35 
-31.7 to -34.4 -25 to -30 
28.9 to -31.6 -20 to -25 
-26.2 10 -28.8 -15 to -20 
-23.4 to -26.1 -10 to -15 
-20.6 to -23.3 -§ to -10 
17.8 to -20.5 | 010-5 
-15.0 to -17.7 5100 
-123 to -15.0 10 to 5 
-9.5 to -12.2 15 to 10 
-67 to -9.4 20 to 15 
-3.9 to -6.6 25 to 20 
1.210 -3.8 "| 30to25 
1.6 to -1.1 35 to 30 
441017 | 40 to 35 
4.5 and Above 40 and Above 


Map: courtesy of tho Agricultural Rosaarch Service, USDA 


wW 
Gardening & Osmocote’ present... 


S 
Container Craze! 


Enter to win a $6,000 spa stay’ ye 


¢ DESIGN your own container 
using our interactive game on 
FineGardening.com/ContainerCraze. 


¢ ENTER your custom container creation 
by May 21,2010. 


¢ VOTE for your favorite top 10 containers 
by June 25, 2010. 


* WIN! The entry with the most votes will 
win our grand prize. 


Top Prize includes ... 
SX participating spansors - Airfare and a three night Spa Refresher Package for two at ots Prize Value: 
the award-winning Lake Austin Spa Resort in Austin, TX — 
3% e inning Lake Austin Spa Resort in Austin lo $6,000 


+ Three healthy gourmet meals daily 

- Your choice of up to 20 daily activities including: garden 
tours, cooking classes, yoga, hiking, kayaking, and boat 
cruises on Lake Austin 


gpa-addicts Wit @> + A $330 spa and fitness allowance per person to be used 


Lake AUSTIN 


toward spa treatments and personal fitness instruction 


‘For complete rules and regulations, please visit us online at finegardening com/containercraze 


Trees conserve energy. 
Trees help clear the air. 


Trees bring songbirds 
close by. 


. Trees around your home 
can increase its value by 
up to 15% or more. 


Trees help clean our rivers 
and streams. 


. Trees conserve energy in 
the winter. 


. Trees fight global warming. 


. Trees make your home and 
your neighborhood more 
beautiful. 


When you plant trees you 
support Tree City USA 
where you live. 


10. It’s easy, and fun! 


ou will receive 10 free trees — 

Maples, Oaks, Pine, Spruce, 
Birch, Redbud, Dogwood, or other 
trees selected for your area. You'll 
also receive the Foundation's 
colorful bimonthly, Arbor Day, and 
The Tree Book. Your six- to twelve- 
inch trees are guaranteed to grow 
or they'll be replaced free of charge. 
Trees are shipped at the right time 
for planting in your area. 

To receive your free trees, send a 
$10 membership contribution to 10 
Free Trees, Arbor Day Foundation, 
100 Arbor Avenue, Nebraska 
City, NE 68410, or join online at 
arborday.org. 

Join now, and plant your Trees 
for America! 


Arbor Day Foundation 


arborday.org 
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gardeners’ mart 


www.bloomriver.com 


Oregon-Grown Specialty Plants from 
BLOOM RIVER GARDENS 


Japanese Maples Wisteria Dwarf Conifers 
Unique trees & shrubs Blueberries Daylilies 
(541) 726-8997 


SANDY MusH HERB NURSERY 
1600 Herbs, Decorative 
Perennials, Trees, 

Scented Geraniums & Natives 
Send $5 for Handbook/Catalog to: 
Dept. TP9, 316 Surrett Cove Rd 

eicester, NC 28748-5517 


wiww.sandymushherbs.com 


ARCHITECTURAL ARBORS 


Grown and made in USA AUER-JORDAN 


F220-L $52.40 PPD 
17"H x 244°L x 64"W 
2 Lamp 20 Watt Fixture 
VISA/MC/DISCOVER 
FREE CATALOG 


IGS 
P.O. BOX 527-GF 
DEXTER, MI 48130 
Phone (800) 823-5710 
Fax (866) 823-4978 


indoorgardensupplies.com 


SMALL ADS YIELD BIG RETURNS 
for advertisers featured in the 
Gardener's Mart and Classified 
sections of Fine Gardening. 

For more information call 
800-309-8934. 


PendulousPlants.com 
Unusual & Greeptional 
Weeping Ornamentals 


~ shipped in pot - family business 
«garden focal point + —-- greal servica 
+ aflardah‘s sizes - Quaiity tees 


take your garden to the next level! 


Onllne catalog only: 
www.pendulousplants.com 


See ad index on pages 88-89 
for reader service number. 


een yoAN 20 
MULTI-DISEASE CONTROL 
FOUNTAINS, ORCHIDS, 
ROSES AND HARDSCAPE 
Cost effective and biodegradable 
Ordering and Dealer information: 
Maril Products 


320 West 6" Street 
Tustin, CA 92780 


800-546-7711 
www.physan.com 


DAHLIAS DAHLIAS 
Top quallty, 200 varieties. Our 90th year! 
FERNCLIFF GARDENS 

Box 66, Sumas, WA 98295 


For our FREE color catalog 
Tel: 604-826-2447 


www.ferncliffgardens.com 


Go online for product 
information 


Find our advertisers’ web sites 
quickly and easily on 
our online Advertiser Index at 


www. finegardening.com/readerservice 


Gardening 


classified 


The Classified rate ts $6.00 per word, minimum 15 words. 
Payment must accompany order. Send to Fine Garden- 
ing Classified Ads, P.O. Box 5506 Newtown, CT 06470- 
5506. Fax to 203-270-6310, or email to ads@taunton 
com The deadline for the July/August issue is April 4, 
2010. 


TOUGH GREENHOUSE PLASTICS, pond liners. Re- 
sists hailstones, FREE samples: Box 42FG, Neche, ND 
58265. (204) 327-5540 www.northerngreenhouse.com 


TOPIARY FRAMES, send SASE for brochure. CLIFF 
FINCH‘’S ZOO, P.O. Box 54, Friant, CA 93626. 
(559) 822-2315. www.topiaryzoo.com 


FRESH CERTIFIED ORGANIC SEED GARLIC, Or- 
egon grown. Gourmet hardneck /softneck varietes. Farm 
direct. (541) 386-1220. www-hoodrivergarlic.com 


gardeners’ mart 


ri Nurseries Caroliniana 
Eas pare PLANTS 
NEW Red Flowering Tea Olive 
—Ist USA offering! 
1500 selections of woodies & perennials 
www.nurcar.com 
803-279-2707 


SNUTRI-CAL 


Organically Complexed 
LIQUID CALCIUM 


Fights Calcium Related Disorders 
in Fruits & Vegetables 
Used by Professionals for Over 30 Years! 
www.nutri-cal.com 
800-247-2480 


CSI Corporation « 10980 NE Hubbell Rd. 
Bondurant, IA 50035 


Gan} cribe 


PLANT ORGANIZER 
Now it’s easy to track 
what's in your garden, 

where it’s planted, 
3 and how to 
[| care for it! 


Largest selection of Plant Markers 
on the Web. Free Catalog! 
928-282-1049 
Orion Garden Markers 
www.gardenmarker.com 


4800 344-5103” 


eee { 
BaldwinPergolas. com q 
We're right in your Backyard! © 


Custom Pergola Kits 


Our harps sing 
in the breeze! 
Enjoy 
your harp as the centerpiece 
of your garden, patio or deck 


Mohican Wind Harps 

Bie) builderfdesigner of outdoor metal harp 
sculptures that sing in the breeze! 

Prices $450 and up 

Send $2 for catalog. 

Send $14 far catalog & CD o catalog & DVD 

Mohican Wind Harps 2415 Cr 377. 

Loudonville. Ohio 44842 * 419-368-3415 


www. mohicanwindharps.com 


COPPER LANDSCAPE LIGHTS 
Send for our fice color brockine 
Doner Design Inc., Dept FG-610 
2175 Beaver Valley Pike, New Providence, PA 17560 
(717) 786-8891 


Hardy Perennial 


Orchids 


www. WildOrchidCompany.com 
Tel (215) 297-5053 


Lady’s Slippers, 
Calanthe species, 
Bletilla species*, Grass 
Pink, Spiranthes, etc. 


Old Fashioned Cedar Garden Swing 
¥ Curved Seat und Backs 
¥ No Need for Cushions 
Faur seat options available in our 
NEW 2 seat model 
Also available: 
¥ Porch Swings 
¥ Free Brochure 


JUST LIKE IN GRANDMA‘S DAY 


1(800) 255-7119 
www.denyllenterprises.ca 


FREE CATALOG 
DripWorks.com ~@ 800.522.3747 
DRIP IRRIGATION FOR ALL TYPES OF GARDENS 


Shop online for Quality Products & Kits 


FREE DESIGN SERVICE 
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE e HOW-TO VIDEOS 
We're serious about saving wateré 


See ad index on pages 88-89 for reader service number. 


High Country Roses 
Beautiful, Hardy Roses 
for Tough Chmates! 


www.highcountryroses.com 
web specials! 


PO Box 148 
Jensen, Utah 84035 


1-800-552-2082 


Unusual 
Inspiring 
Sustainable 
Earth Consclous 
Garden & Home 

THE ROOT OF YOUR HOUE 


fromfarmtomarket.com/fg 


Enhance Your 
Garden 
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RS 
Plan Sy) : 


DEER + RABBITS + ELK 


ag@ie 
ORGANIC 
SG 


Dahlia/BAarn 
DAHLIAS DIRECT 
FROM THE GROWER! 


FREE SHIPPING ON DAHLIA 


| grow wild 
with na 


abives! 


oe ee ee ee | 


oe a a 


| 

. MOST EFFECTIVE - LONGEST LASTING TUBER ORDERS OVER $50.00 

} ay Bequest For our DEALER LOCATOR, FAQs, testimonials or www.dahliabarn.com 
¥ to order online, visit www.plantskydd.com 877-4-DAHLIA 


CALLTOLL FREE 1-800-252-6051 


Be ee a ae a ee ee sn ee ees” 


ndex/web directo 
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Sprinklers 47 www.rainforestsprinklers.com p. 11 


Resource Conservation 


Technology www.conservationtechnology.com pp. 83 
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“www. SequimRarePlants. com 
| pronounced “skwim” 


catalog $2 | 
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FREE COLOR CATALOG 
OVER 250 VARIETIES DESCRIBED 


FANCY HIBISCUS 


33060-8706 


umber. 


1142 SW 1 Avenue 
Pompano Beach, FL 


5OO N. Sequim Ave., Sequim, WA 98382 | \www.fancyhibiscus.com _/ 
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TALKIN’ DIRT WITH... 


William Cullina 


THE DIRECTOR OF HORTICULTURE FOR COASTAL MAINE BOTANICAL GARDENS 
EXPLAINS WHY TOO MANY WORMS IS WORSE THAN TOO FEW HONEYBEES 


You don’t really lament the decline of the honeybee. Why is 
that? People are surprised to learn that honeybees aren't a 
native species. European honeybees have been spread by people 
all over the world because those bees can produce honey. 
They're sort of the capitalists of the bee world. They collect 
honey so that the hive can overwinter. With native bees, how- 
ever, most of the colony dies off when it's cold, so they have to 
build back up in spring. It stands to reason that if the honey- 
bees are coming in, especially in spring when the other bee 
populations are low, then they're taking away resources that 
the other species could use. If certain pollinators are being put 
under stress by this, then they're not there to pollinate the 
flowers that the honeybees can’t pollinate. 


So you don’t think there will be a “silent spring” effect? 
Where honeybees are really necessary is in industrial agri- 
culture In big orchards, or similar places that spray so many 
pesticides all year, they don’t have any native pollinators 
around. So they bring the honeybees in for a couple of weeks 
to pollinate the crop, then they 
take the hives away so that they 


can start spraying again. In 
a backyard garden, small 
farm, or anyplace where 
you ve got access to native 
pollinators, lack of honey- 
bees doesn’t seem to be 
an issue. I've talked to 
local apple growers, and 
the bumblebees do the 
pollinating, like they 
always have. 
For some things, 
bumblebees are better 
pollinators than honey- 


bees. Indoor tomato growers have bumblebee hives because 
the bees can buzz at just the right frequency to release pollen 
out of anthers, and some species, like the tomato, need that. 
And that’s true with a lot of native stuff, too, like blueberries: 
Bumblebees are better pollinators than honeybees. And 

then, of course, there's a whole suite of flies, wasps, moths, 
butterflies, and other things that also pollinate—and, | think, 
pollinate more effectively. 

You can almost make the case that the honeybee is an 
invasive species; it meets some of the criteria for it. And the 
loss of that species would allow the natural biodiversity to 
come back. 


Are invasive species a big problem at the botanical gardens? 
The worst problem that people aren't dealing with is invasive 
worms. A species called Amynthas agrestis has become 
ubiquitous in nurseries. When you buy a plant, you'll often 
have these worms in the pot. 


How much harm can worms do? These worms are fast and 
aggressive, and their population builds up rapidly. They eat 
all the mulch and leaf litter, and they churn up the soil. A 
lot of species, especially delicate woodland perennials and 
wildflowers, have a hard time dealing with this. I've been 
down in the Mid-Atlantic states, and by the summertime, 
there are no leaves left in the woods; it's all these gravelly 
worm castings. These invasive worms turn all the organic 
matter normally on the surface of the soil—protecting the 
soil—into worm castings. This fundamentally changes the 
ecology of the forest soil. Everything that used to feed on all 
that organic matter—the fungi, the bacteria, the mycorrhizae, 
the insects—they've got nothing. 


1 can’t imagine how one deals with a worm problem. That's 
the frustrating thing: There's not much you can do about it. If 
you get them as eggs in a pot that you bought from a nursery, 
you don’t even know you have them. And I've never found 
any kind of control for them. 


Interview conducted by Steve Aitken, editor. 


Photo: courtesy of Willlam Cullina 


8 

£ 
Se 

< 
uo rH 

=m) oO 
Pug 
— o 
S325 
f8§ ¢ 
S a 


delphinium (Delphinium 
‘Pacific Giant Mix’, 


Zones 3-7) 
(3) Whorled loosestrife 


moist, 


IONS) Full sun; 


(Lysimachia punctata, 
Zones 4-8) 

CON! 

well-drained soil 
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Photo by Danielle Sherry 
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Osmocote 


Smart-Release® Plant Food 


Flower & Vegetable 


PLANT FOOD 


*Fotmulated for 
flavorful vegetable 


Sg 


soms. That's just what you'll get the first time 
Flower & Vegetable Plant Food. The secret is in 


guaranteed not to burn when used as directed. 


Maybe that’s why passionate gardeners have trusted Osmocote for 40 years — no matter what they're 


growing. 
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